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From the Editor
Happy Cappy Motoring in 2004!

We will make sure that some of this will be true as we’re already busy planning some
exciting events this year: a driving tour in Ireland, a Euro-convoy run to Italy, a new
Yorkshire Dales Drive and after the success of last year, another mix of “culture and
chips” in the delights of East Anglia somewhere! Of course we must not forget our
8th National Rally which takes place in the Peak District! Read about these and a lot
more events in the “What’s On” Supplement included with this magazine. It’s really
down to the enthusiasm of these organisers to come up with the range of things
going on.... so please. please, please support them well: a lot of time
and effort is put in and it’s always good to see plenty of members coming
along, making it all the worthwhile for us to do more for you.
Equally we want to do more for you in our communications drive this year, but in
turn we do need your positive and active involvement.

SCORE is about sharing our experiences and the vast information resource we have at
our fingertips both from the magazine and the web site. We all benefit from this
especially as we are bringing some of the online discussions into the magazine for
everyone to appreciate. SCORE is also about the fun and enjoyment of driving the
Cappuccino... and this is where you come in. For every feature that we publish this year
(alongside photos, which are always great to have), the writer will receive a top quality
road test report of the Cappuccino from our archives. Your article can be any size in
length as long as it relates to Cappuccino! It could also be a rhyme, cryptic quiz,
crossword or an intriguing puzzle: the choice is your’s! We now have a very limited
(and much sought after) stock of road test reprints dating from 1993 -95 which, over
time, would make a fine collection for you, the Cappuccino enthusiast.
Please send your item to me, either by email, fax or post to include in one of the
three magazines during the course of this year - see deadline schedule below.
Alex Clouter - Club Secretary

Email: editor@score.org.uk Fax: 08700 515 808

New Address: 17 Hurston Close, Findon Valley, West Sussex BN14 0AX
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DEADLINE DATES TO SEND IN ARTICLES FOR THE MAGAZINE
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Spring Issue - 31 March; Summer Issue - 30 June; Autumn Issue - 31 October

Your SCORE Representatives
Region 1
VACANCY - please contact Alex if you are interested
Covering: Bristol, Channel Isles, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight,
Somerset and Wiltshire
Region 2
KATY DOBSON - 01825 762 048
Covering: Kent, East and West Sussex

Region 3
VACANCY - please contact Alex if you are interested
Covering: Greater London and Middlesex
Region 4
ADRIAN FURNISS - 01252 664 399
Covering Berkshire and Surrey

Region 5
FIONA WATTS - 01992 718 661
Covering: Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire
Region 6
GRAHAM FARLEY - 07866 721 657
Covering: Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk

Region 7
PAUL JOYNES - 01527 878 561
Covering: Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and West
Midlands
Region 8
STEVE LEWIS - 01792 523 142
Covering: Gloucestershire, Hereford & Worcestershire, Shropshire and Wales
Region 9
PAUL HOPE - 0116 269 8365
Covering: Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and Rutland
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Region 10
KEVIN HYDE - 01946 67420
Covering: Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Isle of Man and Lancashire
Region 11
MARTIN JONES - 0113 282 1693
Covering: Derbyshire, Durham, Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and Yorkshire
Region 12
GREG STEWART - 07736 675 162
Covering: Scotland

Region 13
DANNY SKEHAN - +35 31 833 7113
Covering: Ireland and Northern Ireland

Region 14
MARCEL SPOELSTRA - +31 204 82 26 01
Covering: Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg
Region 15
RONALD SCHNEIDER - +49 221 934 8509
Covering: Germany
Region 16
SONJA LUTHI - + 61 298 79 7069
Covering: Australia

Region 17
GRAEME HANSEN - +64 95 34 2791
Covering: New Zealand

All these people have volunteered their services to represent SCORE members in their
area and like to run club events for everyone to join in.
We say farewell to James Holland, SW Reg Rep, who’s been with SCORE almost
right from the start. He has replaced his Cappuccino for a Honda S2000 - how could
he?! A big thanks for everything you’ve done for the club, mate.
A special welcome to Fiona Watts who joined SCORE in September last year and
after some gentle persuasion decided to become a Rep. She caught the Froth Bug at
Culture & Chips and the AGM/ Birthday weekend last year... the Love Affair started!
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SCORE Membership Update
With 2003 well and truly over, SCORE Membership did not detract significantly from
the end September status as reported in the last magazine. Club membership as at 31
December 2003 stood at 355 Cappuccino owners, the highest end of year status ever!

If we look at the British membership contingent, this figure accounts for around 30%
of the 1100-odd Cappuccinos still on the road, as reported by the DVLC (see page
72). However we are still with the highest ever number of Overseas SCORE members
in the Southern and Northern Hemispheres, as the following update from the SCORE
Membership Database shows:
England
Germany
Australia
Wales
Scotland
New Zealand
Belgium
Holland
Ireland
Japan
Malta
Northern Ireland
Austria
Barbados
Bermuda
Greece
Hong Kong
India
Isle of Man
Jersey
Spain

251
22
16
16
12
7
5
5
5
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Bermuda is the latest new country to join the world-wide SCORE family since the last
magazine - special hello to Laurence Noble and Geraldine McCaffrey. We also had an
influx of new members from Australia, Holland and Malta over the last few months of
the year. See the names of these people and a load of other new names in the New
Member Welcome page overleaf.
2003 was indeed a busy year with enquiries to join as well as new recruits. The club
had some excellent publicity in both the classic car magazine environment and the
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regional newspapers. We received a total of 162 enquiries to join SCORE during
2003, much much busier than the previous three years - some of these leads were
from our advertising but the greater majority was from using various search engines
on the Internet.

From this total amount, 124 decided to become club members - that’s a conversion
rate of 77% which is pretty impressive for car club standards. So here’s a very warm
welcome to the latest members who joined SCORE from 1 September - 31 December:
Sheila Hart (Wales)
Julie Rickman
Fiona Watts
Ed Swindell
Simon Lowe
Richard Castel (Australia)
Gareth Miller
Omar Falzon (Malta)
David Scattergood
Tim Edmunds
Lisa Morgans
Chris Hurst (Wales)
Ian Green (Wales)
Toby Cross
Henry Weitzmann
Fred Paterson
Briony Craven-Russell
Chris Nolan

Hazel Dale
Michael Nelskyla
Ross Armstrong (New Zealand)
Anthony Fyson
Sue Broe
Barbie Tetley
Annette Bochniak (Australia)
Louise Fryer
Clifford Rosborough (N. Ireland)
Ronald Dunn (Scotland)
Victor Hutchins
Sue Broxham
Keith Kirkwood
Patrick Bourne
Hamza Syed
Marcel Krelage (Holland)
Laurence Noble (Bermuda)
Graham Speke

Omar Falzon from Malta:
“Hi there! Thanks to my cousin who introduced me to SCORE (he is also a member) I
am looking forward to reading and learning so much more from the website as there
is very little information in my country,”
Barbie Tetley from Lymm, Cheshire, England:
“I was a SCORE member a few years ago and for one reason or another, I let my
membership lapse. I am now back in the fold and look forward to coming along to
some of the club meets this year.”

Graham Speke from Brierley Hill, West Midlands, England:
“Having been used to a Midget, Sprite, Westfield and more recently a Lotus Elan I’m
really excited by my new Cappuccino. Can’t wait to come along to a meet and drive
in a convoy! Fun or what?”
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SCORE Member Gallery

Edwina Lee & Anthony Fyson

Keith Kirkwood’s Cappo

Mark Turner

Walter Fischer without his Cappo

Hazel Dale

Louise Fryer

Ross & Diane Armstrong

Sue Broxham
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The Latest SCORE Magazine - Back Issues

Your chance to purchase the back issues you have missed, from #1 to #14!
Special Promotional Price to SCORE members: £1.50*

Please quote the Issue number in your order to SCORE Merchandise - details below.

Anniversary Pennant

A pennant to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Cappuccino.
Special Promotional Price to SCORE members: £5*

*includes packing/ posting for UK members - for details of postage charge to
Overseas members please email merchandise@score.org.uk
Send your order enclosing a sterling cheque payable to SCORE to:
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SCORE Merchandise, 19 Hillside Drive, Cowbridge, Wales CF71 7EA

Driven to Perfection
Suzuki Cappuccino Larini ‘Standard’ Exhaust System

£235 + VAT

Suzuki Cappuccino Larini ‘Sports’ Exhaust System

£245 + VAT

Our exhaust systems are constructed using aircraft grade
T.304 Stainless Steel and feature chromium polished tail pipes.
Every Larini exhaust system is supported by the
Larini Systems Lifetime Warranty

Please call

0870 777 9060
or visit our website

www.larinisystems.com
Prices correct at time of press (2/2004)
Larini Systems reserve the right to amend prices without notice.

A Different Kind of German Coffee
By Simon Keyes

A high speed convoy

At Hotel Grischaefer

Editor Note: both Ronald Schneider (SCORE Rep in Germany) and Mick Krellowetz got
together to organise this trip in June 2003 for a tour of Waldhessen and Sauerland. What
follows is an account of the event, in the eyes of one passenger - Simon Keyes, son of
Peter and Sally Keyes - who came along and is now just as passionate for the Cappo as
the rest of us even though he has not started driving lessons yet!
THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE

Germany was a fun/long trip, but there was a catch. The long drive we had to take to
get there. 300/400 miles both on land and sea (by ferry of course!) As my parents
were in their car, Alex kindly chauffeured me in his. He told me that I had drifted off
to sleep many times on the long drive down. However for the times I was awake on
the journey I was thrilled with the sights of vast green empty space; from time to
time we drove past huge fields of poppies and at other times the rolling countryside.
The stamina of the Cappo Brits doing a close to 12-hour trip amazed me. To make the
long driving time less boring and tiring we had some game ideas to pass the time,
games like Word Association and I Spy. Frankly and strangely enough this led to Alex
giving me a German language lesson, which made sense as I was in Germany. We
finally arrived at a village called Bad Emstal - something about the name gave me a
bad impression for the place when I saw the signpost. However when we got there I
noticed how attractive/ traditional looking it was, just as I expected for a typical
German village.
IT'S FUN TO STAY AT THE…

My first impression of Bad Emstal was that it reminded me of Holland in a way, with
a few of its culture styled buildings and the village image was traditionally relaxed.
Also there weren’t many people roaming around the place. This was our refuge for 3
nights, with the big group as we were staying in 2 hotels, the Grischaefer and the
Emstaler Hohe. On the first night, after checking in, we all got to know each other
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Prost!

The Helene Missin boogie

with the larger group of German SCORE members,eating at the Grischaefer restaurant,
stocking up on energy for who knows what we were going to be up to for the very
next day... every day there was a new place to see and things to do, but first thing
every morning we filled ourselves with breakfast and filled our cars with fuel!
GREAT DAYS OUT

The journey plan for day 2 was Wilhelmshohe Mountain Park, Sababurg and Bad
Karlshafen. First thing we followed our usual tradition of filling our dehydrated
Cappos as well as filling ourselves with breakfast before zooming off or cruising off on
either a fast or slow convoy. The fast convoy was obviously for people who wouldn't
mind feeling sick after breakfast but I swear that the slower drivers would make the
Cappo convoy look like a driving school for people with the same type of car. One
thing I have come to notice with Cappo drivers is that there are drivers who are wild,
treating it as a proper sports car (or animal!) and there are other drivers obviously
looking for a relaxing, sedate and steady cruise in the country. Our target of the day
was Herkules, a massive landmark at Kassel in the mountain park. Frankly when we
got there it was easy to see that there was no existing castle but what was there was
a monument on as well as in the mountain face. On the 72 metre high monument
was the statue of Herkules (Hercules in English!). I believe the reason why there were
so many cameras flashing and people paying an extraordinary amount of notice to the
statue was because it was clotheless, what a cheek! I'm still blunt on why there was
an old Greek myth standing over some truly amazing scenery somewhere in the
middle of Germany. I guess I'll find that one out some day. Next we visited Sababurg
where the Brothers Grimm were inspired to write their fairy stories.
READY, STEADY, CAPPOE...CANOE!

I'm sorry to distress you but if you are Cappo Crazy it's best you don't read this part
of my experience of the Germany trip because Cappuccino is not mentioned, and if
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Herkules in Kassel Mountain Park

you are mad about Cappo, reading this next piece could cause you bodily and even
mental harm...!

We drove in convoy to Bad Karlshafen where we abandoned our Cappos so they
could rest for a bit, whilst we put on life jackets and got into some minibuses for a
15-minute drive to the river. Here all drivers decided to hoist the invisible sails and
began another trip this time by canoeing. We had a one way journey down river,
canoeing for a very long and exhausting couple of hours! The good thing about my
boat crew (me, my parents and Alex) was that we had tactics, the bad thing was that
we tended to go our separate ways. My mum was playing a good part of a pirate
who had discovered land because she took my crew up it a number of times. There is
nothing I can say about my dad nor Alex, I'll have to blame myself a little on this one
because I took a few surprising rests to near enough what they say were the wrong
times. We were the last to “set sail” if you can say that for canoeing and once we
managed to get it together on the water, travelling in a straight line, we actually
overtook other canoes... in fact we actually got to second place within the final few
metres of the landing point. After our shaky start it seemed like an illusion but it was
truly real, we couldn't believe it ourselves. We just got it wrong trying to make for
the landing point and that’s when a few others got in front of us - no matter! I’ll tell
you something else - you don’t need no fortune teller to tell you - my parents are
used to being runner-up, but for Alex it was possibly the first time; well, there’s a
first time for everything! At least we got off the canoe without becoming a floating
funeral and somehow managed to give my mother a lesson reversing... not too sure if
she soaked it all up though.

That evening we had to dash back to the hotel where most of us were staying and we
had drinks in the beer garden. We told our wet stories of the canoe trip and if not
talk about Cappuccinos, and if not about boats or other things way off the subject of
the Germany experience, and knowing my mother she was possibly talking shopping
and planning other events to do after this one. After a fine meal and after kissing our
cars good night we settled our heads down for another night’s sleep, in our own beds
because to be frank there wasn't exactly enough room in one bed for a dozen club
members, and back to our sweet Cappo dreams as it came to be.
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GREAT DAYS OUT - CONTINUED

Edersee Dam

A new day, new places to see and things to do, beginning with breakfast, the same
old same new cheese, ham and bread. I kind of looked at it as my new short term
three day diet. It was only our third day of the trip but that's when the adventures
proceeded, it was also after we had enough time to get back to our land legs from our
sea legs from the canoe trip the day before. Expecting a relaxing break for a weekend
without a long morning’s lie-in, which I thought was part of the holiday package
thrown in, was not just shocking for myself but unheard of by my family!
We took off on a sporty and fast convoy run to Edersee, one of the largest lakes in
Germany. First stop was at the Edersee Dam which, may I say, was ‘damn impressive'.
We spent around an hour there, walking the length of the Dam wall and then looked
around some souvenir shops. At least most of us left after buying some of the home
made wine from the grape gardens, mine was sweet red grapes with cheesy extracts,
hope you understand what I mean.

Back to our cars and another burst of fast driving around part of the lake to where we
then left the Cappos and took to a cruise boat. It was an hour and a half journey on
the lake, looking at castles and other scenic things. Back to our cars and more speedy
driving to our next stop - Cafe Castaneda - for a combined ‘food and freshen up”pitstop. We then visited 'Kahler Asten' (841 metres high) which was a lovely place with
mind-blowing views of endless mountain scenery and within minutes, with only a
few photos as souvenirs, we shot off back to the hotel and a special evening meal.
THE LAST BANQUET

With the mixed selection of bread for breakfast, which my British body couldn't keep
up with for days on end, for the medieval banquet I had a strange craving for a Bread
Pudding as my dessert. I totally enjoyed the medieval meal on our last night together
as a feeding frenzy.
I admit it was the first time at an inn like that where only hands could be used for
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Spot the difference!

Drinks after the canoeing

eating, except at McDonalds and Burger King that must have been inspired by the
medieval way of eating. I wasn't allowed to use my T-shirt, which in my knowledge
means a shirt to wipe your tea stains on, as a napkin, like I’d have normally done
back home. I know that it is a dirty habit to tell you as a reader but referring to the
time when we all had our heads in our bowls with cupped hands I'd thought it would
be seen as nothing dirty or disgusting at all. Also, as well as our food and drink, the
joke was finally on us when we had to eat wearing medieval hats. I couldn't help
thinking that we were ready for a surprise pantomime, but this didn’t happen by the
end of the evening. Just to say, did anyone else spot a Mr Peter Pan and Robin Hood
somewhere around the table downing a few beers with little Red Riding Hood and
Cinderella? If not it must have been my brewing imagination!
ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GO... HOME!

After having had a brilliant weekend I was to face my fears, to face my nightmare, the
forever long trip back home. They said it was a long way from Tipperary, well it was
longer from Germany's Bad Emstaler to my home town, Colchester, back in Essex. On
the way home I was thinking about how great the weekend had been and I was sorry
to see it end. It also meant play time was over and it was back to college which I was
starting on the very day I got back. As one thing ends another one begins so I'll see
you all in Italy this coming May if you can make it.

Cafe Castaneda
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Marcel, Alex and Ronni

Joining in the fun
by Jane Peters

Life went completely upside down for me when I bought the Cappuccino in March
2003. I seem to be spending too much time driving it, clocking up more miles last
summer than I did for the whole of the previous year in a Mazda. Amazing!

It was not too long after my purchase that I read about the Cappuccino and the club
in Auto Express, seeing a silver Cappuccino (Alex’s) for the first time. Didn’t think
much about the magazine’s view that they slotted our car in the “daft name, great
car category” - should have been “great name for a great car” in my view. However I
digress.
Spent half an hour on the phone with Alex after seeing his number in the magazine
and within a fortnight I was a SCORE member! Pity I don’t have Internet access at
home as I can only go on the website at work. Saw details about the club’s National
Rally in June and decided to go for it!

It was just incredible to see so many Cappuccinos together - I counted 27! I live just
outside of Oxford and although I have been driving a lot in my car both in the county
and the West Midlands (where my job takes me), not once I have seen another
Cappuccino on the road. Makes you feel so lonely. At the Rally I felt part of a truly
nice and so friendly family - great feeling.

We all met in the car park at Cogges Manor Farm Museum, but I could instantly tell
that everyone was keen to look around all the cars (and an enormous looking trike
that belonged to someone in the club) and chat first. It was all quite relaxed really.
Then we walked into the museum and stepped back in time, to an era when farming
was by far more hard manual work, very little pay back and a very spartan way of life.
It was interesting, though. We were rewarded with tea, coffee and cake afterwards.
Alex reminded us that some of the questions that night were about the museum so a
few of us went on a second walk around. What was that weird name on the barn
door and how many eggs did Marta lay on a Sunday morning in the Year of our Lord
1889? Yet again we mustered around in the car park for even more talking - I was
suitably impressed with Adam Jarvis’ nitrous engine even though I did not quite
understand the detail of the work he did! No. I think I will leave mine as it is, with
the speed limiter on. Feels much faster being such a low driving position on the road
and, hey, why do anything to what’s a reliable little engine - I am the 6th owner of
an L plated car with 78,000 miles and have all the service history: not once has this
car let it’s owners down mechanically... I have studied all the paperwork.

Drove back home for a wash and change, then took a cab to where the evening dinner
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was happening: Inn for all Seasons, near Burford. We all had our own drinks outside,
as more people began arriving. Horror! I was forgetting peoples’ names and how much
different they were from a few hours earlier when we were more scantily dressed,
being a hot summer’s day of course!
There were four tables for our crowd and we had to hunt for our names - cards set
down on the tables. That was fun in itself. The meal was excellent and we soon got
to know much more about others, plus get to hear about other trips - and antics SCORE has done. It’s quite incredible what you guys get up to. I used to belong to
the Mazda MX Club in another life and they don’t seem to do the variety and number
of events that SCORE does. My first outing with them was a national rally of sorts
and although there were a lot more cars, there did not seem to be the genuine
warmth and friendliness that shines out loud and clear with SCORE.

When all was ate and drunk, Alex started the Trivia Quiz. We all had to form small
teams and there were different rounds of questions, testing our general knowledge as
well as what we know about the Cappuccino. It was fun and my team scored more
on the general than the Cappuccino, as we were totally new (well that’s our excuse!).
Katy helped with the bevvy of questions fired at us and then we had to switch our
answer sheets to mark another teams. We didn’t do too well as the Cappo Blasters -

16

the top team was Bob and Julie (Suz’s Mum & Dad) and they got a nice trophy. The
wooden spoon went to The Boy Tarts, James and Steve... incidentally these guys are
SCORE Reps so....? Got chatting with the Terrible Twins (Pat and Pete) a little bit
later, who both have Cappos, and Pat was relieved that she didn’t get the wooden
spoon for the second time at a national rally. She’s a live wire though!

As the evening wore on, I got to know a few more people - some who had been in
SCORE for yonks like Martin & Judy Harrison and Don & Cheryl Littlemore. Others
like Martin & Linda Jones, coming all the way from Yorkshire, Wailim and Kirstie from
Devon - it’s just amazing how far SCORE members are determined to travel to events.
Certainly not like the MX Club!

Next day was the start of what I thought was going to be convoy but ended up a sort
of circular route. Katy and Mark Dobson gave us all maps to follow and off we went,
at first we were “let off” in 3/4 minutes intervals but soon enough we were meeting
each other at various stages of the route so were travelling in small convoys. The
journey took us through some scenic countryside and really nice villages. It was a
shame that we could not stop as we had to be at Broadway at a certain time. No
matter, it was good fun and entertainment, especially when we passed 3 groups of
other Cappuccinos travelling in different directions making us think if we were right in
our driving route.

As they say, all roads ended at Broadway and we were left to our own devices to
explore this very pretty “postcard” village for about an hour. We then met up at the
local car museum and visited there. Very dinky and cute it was too, oozing with local
history being so close to the heart of the Morris Garage where the famous MG brand
comes from.

I said my goodbyes and walked back to the car park to find some members of silver
Cappuccinos trying to form a figure 7 shape for a photo-call - unusual I thought at
the time until I realised much later (!) that this year’s rally was the 7th annual event!

A great time was had, being the first of what I hope will be a few SCORE events. A
big thank you to Katy, Mark and Alex who organised the weekend’s events. And
hopefully see some of you again very soon!
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Charity Track Day
By Graham Farley

LIttle did you know this! Next to the main road into Southend, Essex is a huge
modern factory/office building which houses Ford’s car development centre and when
you need to test cars you need a test track!

That's why on a slightly overcast morning in July Ford's car park was crowded with
cars of every shape size and description because this track was part of a charity event
run through the Essex villages to Southend.
Watching an 1930's Austin creep round the twisting banked circuit or a Ford rally car
blasting its way up the banking with an eclectic mix of cars in between is pure and
utter entertainment of the first degree.
After a circuit or too around the track, the seventy five cars left Ford and joined
another hundred cars at Southend where the weather cleared to give a glorious
afternoon in the park

Our three Cappos did us proud and received favourable comments both at Ford and at
the show. Thanks to Clive & Yvonne for travelling so far to the event and also to Don
Littlemore & his son from our local area.

Japanese Auto Extravaganza
By Alex Clouter

Over the now traditional last weekend of July for the JAE - now in its 11th year - we
had around 8 Cappuccinos on display in the car club arena.

Marcel came along for the weekend in his Suzuki Cara, travelling all the way (painfully
he reliably informed me!) from Holland. His car was one of the focal points on our
stand as well as Dany’s Jet Black CappuccinoSPORT. The Cara features the original
Cappo engine sited in the back of the car, and it’s a Suzuki, and we didn’t want to
upset Marcel - that’s why we had it on the club stand.
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Behind our stand there was Club Baleno with a Suzuki “hot” hatchback and estate on
display. This was the first time we were aware that this club existed and most strange
to see... Next to us was the SC100 Enthusiasts Club, with an impressive line-up of
SC100 “Whizz Kids” - one member had travelled from Ireland. In fact the Top Man
from this club awarded Dany a “Car of the Show” trophy; considering the 2500 cars
at this event, it was great to see the Cappo winning. Then again, his Cappo is certainly dressed to impress...

It was another infamous SCORE walk from the B&B to the restaurant, planned for 10
minutes (I was reliably informed by the B&B Manager) and ended up being double.
No matter, we were hungry... we were thirsty... and there was no hurry, so why
worry? We all had a funtabulous night out, occupying two long tables at an Indian
Restaurant. There were some other members who joined us like the Keyes family - all
3 of them - plus the Giffords, our dancing troupe. They had visited the JAE earlier in
the day but not in their Cappos - how could they?! The evening slipped by so quickly
and once we settled our surprisingly cheap bill, we stepped out onto the pavement to
meet the most horrendous downpour of rain. Needless to say, we were not prepared.
It was a fair walk, taxis not in sight so we went for it and got a thorough soaking.
Marcel entertained us all as we dried off in the B&B’s living room, by showing us
some very exclusive BMW movie-style adverts from his laptop (thank you Dany for
lending us your speakers to give the maximum sound effect) as the nine of us sat on
the floor to form a semi-circular audience. For those who stayed up late, Marcel treated us to an exciting advance viewing of the “all new” Italian Job movie!

Sunday was a lot busier than Saturday in visitor flow - an estimate of c. 4000 people
was given by one of the JAE organisers. We took quite a lot of enquiries on the day
and actually signed up a new member, making yours truly walk through two grassed
car parks so that he could pay me his £25 subs! Thanks to Katy and Mark we had a
midday barbecue for those members who came onto our stand, and very nice too!
We were pleased to have pictures taken of our cars by a few press photographers plus
a few interviews with Dany from guys like Banzai Magazine and www.eichi.com - an
online Irish e-zine that specialises in publicising Japanese cars.

Needless to say, it wasn’t all Cappuccino for us. We all had the chance of walking
around the show to take in the awesome sights of classics like the Honda S600/ 800
coupes right through to the heavily modified Subaru and Mitsubishi Evo saloons plus
the latest line-up of Lexus limousines. Also there was a huge trade area where some
of our members took advantage of buying some very smart looking side indicator light
covers amongst other things like rare Cappuccino advertising posters in Japanese!
Only goes to show what you can find on the stalls at some of these car events...
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A slice of culture with a packet of chips
By Graham Farley

Let the following pictures capture the very essence of this latest adventure through
Essex and Suffolk that we got up to over the late August Bank Holiday weekend...

20

Storm Chasing in Yorkshire
By Martin Jones

I organised this Yorkshire Dales event with plenty of notice. Five months. People
showed interest from the word go but I still only had approximate numbers until the
day of the meeting. Fortunately for me I had estimated to within one or two cars and
Sam at "The Miners Arms", Greenhow, was very flexible about numbers for lunch.

Three SCORE members met Linda and I at our house at 9am and we drove through
our village to meet Don and Cheryl Littlemore and their son Barry, together with Clive
Lacey and Yvonne Austin. I had booked them all into a local B&B. We all drove in
convoy, the half hour drive to the arranged meeting place in the car park alongside
the River Wharfe at Wetherby. Eight more Cappuccino's were already parked and
waiting for the off when we arrived.

Really good to put names to faces, and in particular to new members who had only
just joined SCORE. Craig Gratton, Paul Sigswoth and Geoff Roberts had never been on
a meeting before. Terry Tindall had his membership in the post. Pete Roberts and
Robert Austin had crossed the Pennines for the day. A quick briefing and we left the
car park in convoy. The two MX5 owners who had arrived for a 10am meet, stood
agog as we drove off.
I had travelled the route twice before. The first time had been in glorious weather in
March, in the Cappo, roof off. The second time only a fortnight previous in our Vitara,
again in brilliant sunshine. The weather had been breaking all records and today was
the highest recorded temperature ever recorded. Not in Yorkshire. We travelled
through Knaresborough towards Ripon and the skies ahead started to darken. We
saw lightning in the distance.

As we approached Bedale, our first stopping point, there was a slight sprinkling of
rain. Everyone was like minded that we could make it into Bedale without getting too
wet. Not before traversing several inches of flood water across the road. We made it
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into the town centre and all put the roof panels on before the next deluge. Well all
except Janet Dawson, who joined us in the café in hysterics? Having left her roof
panels at home she had begged some cardboard from the supermarket to try and keep
the inside of the car dry. Bio-degradable roof panels. I don't think so.

As soon as we had finished coffee the sun was out. We formed up along the main
street ready for the off. A car skidded into the side of another opposite us. The driver
either hadn't realised how treacherous the rain had made the road or he was too busy
staring at us. “14 Cappuccino drivers and passengers - never saw a thing guv’nor!”

The route took us towards Leyburn and Middleham. Then at Jervaulx Abbey we
turned off along an unclassified road over the tops to Lofthouse. I felt sure that no
one would believe these were tarmac roads. They were covered in leaves, twigs,
stones and mud and fallen branches and trees littered the verges. The weather stayed
fairly kind with the odd sprinkling of rain. Fortunately the only thing to slow us was a
tractor as we dropped down the other side into Lofthouse. Next day’s paper reported
a "Mini Twister" had hit Lofthouse. The Fire Brigade were in attendance assisting
householders who like Janet had lost their roofs. There were fallen trees on cars and I
dread to think what would have happened had we passed through any earlier. As we
drove out of the village once again the road was flooded but this time it was a lot
deeper. A 4x4 drove through before me so I had to hang back to allow the waves to
calm down. I gingerly drove through without problem. A Micra approached me doing
about 30mph. I waved the driver to slow down. As he gave a cheery wave back to me
I realised the Cappos in the water behind me could be in trouble. The Micra braked
hard and swerved into the nearside embankment but was thrown into the middle of

the road and towards Phil Osborne's Cappo. Phil had to stop mid stream and the
Cappo behind had a near miss. Karen stopped Phil getting out to remonstrate by
pointing out they were in a foot of water and he was wearing shorts and sandals. It
didn't stop the inside of the car turning blue. We finally made the "Miners Arms" and
only fifteen minutes late. A Mitsubishi car club had a dozen or so cars in the car
park, having arrived about ten minutes before us. Their organiser had done not too
good a job. They had given the pub no prior notice and esconsed themselves in our
places. The staff had believed they were SCORE party members and they sat in our
booked places. Someone realised before we arrived and the staff coped admirably
supplying them and us with our meals.

Still raining slightly so out came Janet's disposable roof panels once again. A quick
phone call to her husband and he drove the twenty odd miles to deliver her roof to
save her and her daughter further embarrassment. The sun was shining after lunch so
they were placed in the boot. Everyone else removed their roof panels and we were
ready for the off once again. Except Janet. Her husband, love him, had put her keys in
his pocket and gone home. Thirteen keys tried and not one fit so we abandoned Janet
to wait for her husband to return. No more catastrophes and no more weather. The
sun shone and the views were superb as we drove over Blubberhouses and to Otley.
Out towards Addingham and another rendezvous point. Something a bit different as
Linda and I gave out instructions for a mystery tour. Some of you may watch a
famous TV soap about country life in a fictitious Yorkshire Village. Some of you may
not admit you do. I had special permission to take our party into this purpose built
TV set. The location is secret and the route the convoy took was a mystery in itself.
Needless to say everyone was enthralled by the realism of the village. Photographs a
plenty and we left a good half hour later.

Our final point was the "OLD STAR" pub at Collingham. A couple of Cappos had
made their way into Leeds towards home. Janet had phoned me to say her husband
had returned with the keys but it had been too late to finish the rest of the route.
She said she and her daughter had never laughed so much. She is not going to patent
the new roof design. A quick drink and a vote of thanks for Linda and I from Don
Littlemore prompted everyone to give us a round of applause. Seven hours, 100 miles
over excellent roads and a lovely lunch with a bit of a surprise at the end. I organised
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Press Commemorative Run
By Alex Clouter

2003 was the year when the Cappuccino (the UK specification) officially celebrated
its 10th birthday so it was only right that we as a club should lay on something a
little bit special for members to have a chance of coming along to.

September 1993 was the month when the press (editors/ writers of car magazines
and motoring correspondents of national newspapers) were invited to have a preview
and test drive of the Cappuccino, hosted and organised by Suzuki GB.
We did our own homework, tracked down the hotel where the preview was made,
got the assistance of Suzuki’s Press Office on the test routes taken and then simply
decided to have our very own commemorative event: a drive followed by afternoon
tea and croquet... all very civilised!

Alexander House was the venue, based near Turners Hill in West Sussex. Partly dating
from the 17th century, the House’s claim to fame is that William Campbell, Governor
of the Bank of England, purchased the property in 1909. When he died in 1920 his
widow put the house up for sale at £30,000 with the estate comrising 740 acres of
land and including six farms!
Back to the here and now. Based on our own experiences of successful events, a
convoy drive was planned using the test route originally conceived by Suzuki GB and
we added an interesting “touristy” section so that members new to the area/ county
could see other aspects of the famous Ashdown Forest, second largest in England
after the New Forest, and the surrounding countryside.

We were very pleased to see 20 Cappuccinos booked by the deadline we had to set
to make things go to plan, both at Alexander House where we would end up and at
CMW, Suzuki Dealer in Ansty, Haywards Heath where we would be assembling at the
start of the convoy.

24

Through David Martin, General Manager of CMW dealership, SCORE members were
kindly offered tea, coffee and biscuits as they arrived... plus of course a tour around
the showroom to see some of the new Suzuki cars on display like the Ignis, Liana and
Grand Vitara 4x4 range.

It was good to see some familiar faces from previous events - Greg & Hilary Cannon,
Don Littlemore, John and Mary Hall, Ian Linden, Adrian Furniss, Lindsay and Ian Gray,
Dany and Alex Gagnon, Maggie and Philip Lee, just to name a few on this very special
occasion.

Soon enough we were on our convoy trek, 20 Cappuccinos filing one after the other,
wending our way all together through the busy high street of Haywards Heath making
heads turn, then onto smaller “B” and unclassified roads. Noticed a group of Japanese
visitors as we entered Hartfield ( a pretty village where AA Milne - author of Winnie
the Pooh - lived) taking photos of the old cottages, suddenly took photos of us!
Horns blasted later on as, in the opposite direction driving towards us, was a convoy
of Caterhams!
We had a comfort stop on one of the highest points of Ashdown Forest and there
was an ice-cream van, so guess what?! A police car came onto the scene, wondering
what was going on and smooth talker Adrian soon sweet talked the officer to sit
inside his dark blue Cappuccino and a photo opportunity! Needless to say, Adrian
posed in the police car as well!!

On with the final leg of the convoy run and around 30 miles of “off the beaten track”
real sports car driving: narrow and bendy country roads into the depths of the forest
and the open countryside. We effectively covered 80% of Ashdown Forest when one
looks at the network of roads on a map. Brilliant fun and you could see the smiles
permanently stretched across the faces of the drivers and passengers as we arrived
onto the long drive which led to Alexander House.
We had special permission to park along the frontage of the House and, of course, a
photo call! Inside we were ushered to the very posh looking South Lodge where a
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splendid sight greeted us: a wide array of different cakes, soft drinks, tea and coffee. If
that wasn’t enough, we were shown how to get to the South Terrace where we could
take our refreshments and sit and watch others play croquet! Very, very civilised for a
late Sunday afternoon!
As everybody was tucking in, I showed some videos: Suzuki GB made a very short
promotional video (which dealers used at the 1993 Cappo sales launch in their own
showrooms): this featured the Cappuccino being driven in the grounds of Alexander
House. The next video came from the Corporate Press Office of Suzuki in Japan, an
exciting film of the C2 concept car. This captured most attention! The final video
which was left running continuously, was again made by Suzuki in Japan. This introduced (in Japanese) the history and product development behind the Cappuccino
with presentations made by the designers and engineers plus their own Corporate
Press Launch in Italy. All very interesting with the images/ photography but we are
not fluent in Japanese to really understand what was said.

The rest of the afternoon was free for people to wander around the House and the
grounds, do a “teach yourself” croquet session and then, wait for it, another photo
call! This time we parked all the cars in a straight line down and across the South
Garden - of course, we did have prior permission. It took time to get it right and then
the cameras came out - at least it was different from the many photos we have taken
before in so many car parks that you lose count and they tend to look the same!
It all finished around 6pm, goodbyes were said and from the twenty Cappuccinos
present it was down to one in 10 minutes! All alone again, until the next Gathering!

26

THE INSURANCE FACTORY
Exclusive motor insurance for SCORE members

- second car policies - modifications - limited mileage discount - excellent rates - other marques also included -

PLEASE CALL

0870 777 8181
We accept Visa, MasterCard, Switch and Solo

Sculptures and Gardens
By Adrian Furniss

It was high time for the newly formed Surrey & Berkshire Region's first ever event and
I decided on a route involving both counties.
Five Cappos met up at the car park near the RAF Memorial, Runnymede. My initial
aim to meet at Saville Gardens was thwarted by high car park prices. I realised that
the RAF Memorial was not for everyone, so there was no obligation to visit the
memorial - just to turn up for the start.

From there, we drove in convoy via a picturesque route through Windsor Great Park,
Sunningdale, Chobham Common (photo stop), Chobham and Byfleet to lunch at The
Anchor, Pyrford.

My navigator (fellow Cappo owner and member Ian Linden) had recently bought a
pair of hand-held portable radios so we decided to use them for communication within the convoy. Despite range limitations, they demonstrated the potential to keep a
convoy together, with Ian at the front and Alex at the back. These reasonably priced
devices do nothing that can't be achieved with mobile phones, but allow an open
channel for the entire route without anyone incurring a nasty phone bill.

The Anchor is located at a beauty spot by a lock on the river Wey and is noted for its
good food and exceptionally fast service. With the ferocity of 2003's summer behind
us, we chose to sit inside where we were joined by a prospective Cappo owner and
member. We answered the many questions followed by a detailed inspection of our
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member. We answered the many questions followed by a detailed inspection of our
cars, each with its little differences.

After lunch we reformed into convoy and drove via Mayford, Worplesdon, Normandy,
Puttenham and Elstead to the tour's feature - the Pride of the Valley Sculpture Park at
Churt, near Farnham, Surrey.
This is really unusual, containing many works of art, three lakes, a waterfall, a boardwalk, and two panoramic viewpoints. The 1.5 miles of pathway take about one hour
to complete. All works are for sale, and commissions can be undertaken. Entrance fee
of £4.50 provided very good entertainment. We all had good fun taking photos of
each other in the setting of unusual structures, many of which dwarf the human
frame.
With the Tour formally over most of us chose to have an evening meal together at a
local hostelry before going our separate ways home.
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SCORE Birthday Weekend
By Alex Clouter

This year’s traditional birthday weekend was a double whammy: it was the club’s 7th
birthday and just as important it was 10 years to the month when the Cappuccino
was launched. It therefore seemed appropriate that we continued having Birmingham
as the venue considering that the Cappuccino was launched at the International
Motor Show at the NEC, back in 1993.
The weekend was planned to be “high on fun” as well as have all the formality of the
Annual General Meeting - the chance for members to hear first hand about SCORE
operations from both myself and Brendan as well as meet up with some of the club
reps from around the UK.

The fun bits were Saturday night out at a Chinese BBQ and Sunday’s full day event: a
convoy run discovering the countryside surrounding Birmingham and a visit to
Cadbury’s Chocolate World.

It was quite good that we had the attendance of 22 cars over the weekend with, for
the first time, member coverage spanning the British Isles. English registered cars
were very much in evidence but we were excited to have the SCORE Reps from Wales
and Scotland - Steve Lewis and Greg Stewart, respectively - and Peter Fitzgerald who
drove all the way from Ireland. More about Peter and his purple Cappo later!

The weekend kicked off with lunch, to feed all the travellers that came from North,
South, West and East. This was followed by the start of the AGM, with myself and
Brendan presenting current activities going on and giving members the opportunity to
ask questions/ make comments at the end of each topic. Enclosed with this magazine
is a set of minutes, outlining everything presented and discussed with certain issues
agreed upon for 2004.
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After the AGM finished, Anne Andersen stood up, thanking both Brendan and myself
for organising this weekend... we had not even started, but no matter! The best was
yet to come...
I announced the winners of the “Froth Card” Draw - all members get a few postcards
when they join, giving the opportunity of recruiting other Cappuccino owners into
SCORE. During the year we received around 40 Froth Cards (as we like to call them guess why!) from members who joined up. We picked 5 at random and each of the
following people will be receiving a special full colour Cappuccino road test report:
Caroline Hermon introduced Reeda Sumpath
Michael Watts introduced Helen Brown
Marcel Spoelstra introduced Jan-Willem de Bruin
Graham Farley introduced Roman Krzykawski
Martin Jones introduced Terry Tindall

A special congratulations to these 5 SCORE members and of course, a big thanks to
the other 35 people who were successful with their Froth Cards bringing in new
Cappo guys and gals into the fold.

After this, Graham Farley proudly stood up and suggested we should have an Instant
Auction for the variety of goodies we had on display. No sooner said than done and
at once we all nominated him to be the Master of the Ceremonies. We raised just
over £180 which went into the club’s funds.

With loads of time before the start of our evening bash, we just did a lot of chit chat
inside and outside the hotel. There’s nowt like a cavalcade of Cappos that brings the
gift of the gab amongst their owners, all keen to pass on/ know more tricks and tips.

The Star of the Weekend was of course Peter’s Purple Racer, the first ever Irish Cappo
to come to a SCORE event in England! Apologies to Dany about this remark as he
was also around in his Mean Black One but we had to elect for a Cappo that was
gorgeously different!

Peter is a one for fast cars and he fell in love with the Cappuccino as soon as he read
about one in a car magazine and simply had to buy it. His ideas were to turn it into
something really unique. Being a man of many means, he bought bucket loads of TVR
flip paint - the ever changing purple type, that slowly transforms to some alluring
shades of deep blue and deep green depending on the daylight and the angle of the
eye as you walk around the car. The roof panel and ‘B’ pillars were also colour-keyed
giving a complete new look to the Cappuccino. Needless to say, there were quite a
few cameras pointed in Peter’s direction, who incidentally hated being photographed
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At the Chinese BBQ

with his car: “My car’s the hero, not me! I’m just the hero on the rugby pitch!” He
had driven over with his mother, who was keen to catch up with her family living in
Birmingham.

7 for 7.30 were the numbers everyone had to remember as we gathered at the hotel
reception. There were fun and games when the taxis arrived at irregular times - not
one driver had heard of the Chinese BBQ place which is supposed to be one of the
best in Edgbaston! The manager of the taxi cab business had never passed the detail
on... however it did not spoil what was an excellent evening, eating as much as liked
for a fixed price. That’s the way to do it, as Paul and Barbara Jephcote said, going up
for the n’th time for more. In fact we shouldn’t really mention the person who went
up 8 times, can we?! Was it Steve Lewis, Fiona Watts, Geoff Branton, Patricia Roffe or
Paul Hope? Answers on a postcard please!
The taxis came to collect us much later on and the inevitable happened: propping up
the hotel bar well into the early hours still talking away midst the drinking of course.
The good side was that we all could have a lie in... in our separate beds of course,
friendly as we all are, we’re not that close - or at least I don’t think so.
SCORE had already catered for those late night/ early morning people with an 11.30
kick off on the Sunday. We had the usual group photo outside The Eaton Hotel, with
Paul Hope kindly volunteering his photography skills.

32

Lyndsey and Greg Stewart

The Gang on the Steps

Brendan and Tracy Molony
Linda (the devil) Jones
George Dunning, organiser of the Brummie Convoy Run, called us all together and
briefed us on the do’s and don’ts. Then with military precision, Martin Jones planned
a right turn exit from the hotel onto the very busy Edgbaston Road. With an advance
group of two Cappos, the rest of the traffic was slowed down allowing for the 25
others to pull away. The local petrol station was suddenly besieged with the more
thirstier ones and then at last we got ourselves a convoy.
The run took us into Birmingham suburbia and the countryside, taking in plenty of
rivetted attention from foot and other road traffic. Had a brief stop/ photo call in a
pub car park and then continued our journey arriving at Cadbury’s Chocolate World
by noon. With a scheduled factory tour at 2pm, we all had free time to visit the
world’s biggest chocolate shop as well as have a light non-choc lunch.

We were all in for lots of treats, chocolate samplers almost on every level of the
museum and factory, as we learned about the history of the famous bean and, of
course, the start of Cadbury’s, the making of their chocolate and their memorable
advertising campaigns. The fragrant chocolate aroma fast became our oxygen for the
next 90 minutes or so as we were taken around. We all ended up going on kiddie
carriages for the final 5 minutes of the tour, travelling through Cadabraland - we’re all
children at heart!
Nescafe kindly donated Cappuccino coffee sachets to all AGM attendees, after which
we said our goodbyes, and split up to our own homes, north, south, west and east.

Getting to Cadbury’s Chocolate World, Birmingham
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Emerald Isle Gathering
By Danny Skehan

A few of us got together in late September 2003 to attend the Irish NE Vintage and
Classic Car Show.

We were graced with fine weather, unusual for the time of year when we always
expect the heavens to descend upon our evergreen lands so the tops were off for us
to show off our Cappos in full splendour.

Met up with some guys with Honda Beats so we laid on a K car display - interesting
as always to see close at hand the differences between our two sports cars in exterior
and interior styling. I know what looks the better car of course!
Amazed by the public reaction to our cars, nevertheless - a rare sight to see such a
display of pocket rockets!

This has given me the enthusiasm to organise a proper meet in April 2004 for what
will be a hopefully bigger gathering of Cappos from our Irish Chapter as well as guys
from Wales, England and Scotland. The plan is a tour of the Wicklow region. Read
more about this in the Event Newsletter as well as on the SCORE website.
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End of Year Oz Meet
By Sonja & Ernst Luthi

When SCORE had their annual get together in October in the UK, we decided that
we needed a final event for the year. So, in November, we started to organise the
Christmas Bash 2003. First, we decided on a date, 20 December 2003, it was. Then,
our member Nick Logothetis organised a drive north, to the Hawkesbury River.

At ten in the morning or there abouts, we met: 4 Cappos and a Pajero, as Nick's
Cappo is currently being re-decorated. We took a leisurely drive along hidden roads
with beautiful scenery; past nurseries and studs, paddocks with horses and cows, old
farms with old cars, potteries and craft shops. Real Cappo Country, as the roads were
narrow and winding. As the sun was out, we were driving open. Through the small
townships, many heads turned as we drove past.
Morning tea, well coffee or ice cream, was taken at a place called Yarramalong, a
sleepy little community. The general store serves as petrol station, post office, coffee
shop and general store, of course. Sitting in the shade (temperatures were raising
steadily) everybody enjoyed the break. Cars, performance levels, modifications were
discussed and generally everybody was catching up with everybody else.

After the refreshments, Nick hitched a ride with Bill, leaving his wife and son in the
Pajero. We carried on, along the old Pacific Highway. This road follows the land's
topography with its hills and bends, through eucalyptus trees, every now and then
allowing a glimpse of the river. As there was hardly any traffic, we could zoom around
the bends and up the hills uninterrupted.

Pie in the Sky is famous for its pies and its location. It is located on a cliff-side,
overlooking the river, with lots of trees to provide ample shade for the outdoor sitting
area. Normally frequented by a lot of bikies, we were lucky, as there were not many
people there. All of us got our pies. Some could not resist the option of mash and
peas. They forgot dessert in the form of yummy blueberry, apricot or apple pies with
cream and/or ice cream. While we were enjoying the meal, we were discussing events
for next year. A nice program was developed and responsibilities assigned. Quite a
few events are in the make. So, look out for the program. Also, Nick's son entertained
everybody, allowing the big boys to play his toys. As usual, the cars got quite a bit of
attention from the other patrons of the restaurant. As an old boat is sitting in the car
park, this offered a perfect setting for pictures. So, we set the cars up to the right and
left off the boat and we all took pictures. Then it was time to say goodbye and start
the drive home.

Overall, we had a good year for our small Cappo Community down under. Four events
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in 2003, and all of them were a success, the lunch in Newcastle, the drive through
the southern highlands, the visit to Mount Wilson and the Christmas lunch at Pie in
the Sky.
I would like to thank everybody in the SCORE Oz Chapter for their support all year.
With your help, it makes it easy to have great and enjoyable events throughout the
year. I am counting on you again in 2004!

Here’s a mini album of our escapades last year, the 5th birthday of the Oz Chapter...
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Antics on an Island
By Yvonne Austin

Thanks to the help of Alex, who was unable to come along but did the organising, a
few of us went to the Isle of Wight and attended a Charity Classic Car Show. The
event was unusual from the point of view that it was held at two different venues
over the weekend: Cowes and Ryde. We were graced with good weather and showed
our cars off to the max. Here’s a few pictures of what we got up to over the weekend,
including our artistic efforts on the beach!

Now, in 2004, we have sold the Cappuccino after some 100,000+ miles of driving for
pleasure with and without SCORE. We have a brand new sports car but we do not
want to upset this magazine by letting you know the type - it’s small, open top and
Japanese... and a similar K Class car. And the name begins with a capital letter “c”!
We will be staying on as Associate Members as we like the club so much and enjoy
the many events that go on both in the UK and overseas. Look out for us and we
promise we will keep our car behind all the Cappos!
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Classics in Birmingham
By Alex Clouter

Another trip to Birmingham for the club, this time in November as for the first time
we had our own stand at the NEC Classic Car Show.

This was a good “showcase” for SCORE putting us into the forefront with all the
other car clubs attending this annual event. The scale of importance dictated that we
had to design and produce a special SCORE information leaflet to hand out to
interested people visiting our stand.

Other SCORE members who came along to display their cars alongside mine were
Dany Gagnon, Martin & Linda Jones, Katy & Mark Dobson and Dave & Kay Espley.
We all ensured the cars were kept in showroom presentation condition, right down to
the blackening of the tyres. They (whoever “they” are) say that black is always the
hardest colour to keep clean and dust-free and so true as Dany more or less had an
hourly task to swipe the free-falling particles.
Brendan Molony was also around, but not with his car as he needed a huge boot in
order to bring along the SCORE merchandise - a strong opportunity to sell our goods
to the many enthusiasts coming to the show.
We could have each sold our cars three times over, with the strong interest we had
on our stand. It was extremely busy, having not much time to get around the show
until the last few hours of Sunday. All good fun though.
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What’s on in 2004

SCORE Events happening for you
Date

Event

Organiser/ Contact Details

6/3

Blue Mountains Run, Australia

27-28/3

Bob Whalley
+61 2 4739 4221

Rain & Shine Run, New Zealand Graeme Hansen
+64 9 534 2791

16-19/4

The Wicklow Way, Ireland

22-31/5

Cappo Italia

23/5

Macclesfield Kit Car Show

30/5

Harewood Hill Climb

3-4/7

Motorex, Sydney, Australia

20/6

Harewood Classic Car Show

26-27/6

SCORE National Rally

10/7

Movies Concert, Waddesdon

Danny Skehan
+353 1 833 7113
Alex Clouter
01903 267 770
Martin Jones
0113 282 1693
Martin Jones
0113 282 1693

Ernst Luthi
+ 61 2 9879 7069
Martin Jones
0113 282 1693
Alex/ Martin
01903 267 770
Fiona Watts
01992 718 661
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Date

Event

Organiser/ Contact Details

17-17/7

FridayAd Show, Halland

6-9/8

Benelux Tour

Katy Dobson
01825 762 048

8/8

Yorkshire Dales Drive 2

21-22/8

Culture & Chips, Essex

19/9

Charity Car Rally, W. Yorkshire

2-3/10

Kosciuszko Park Run, Australia

23/10

Southend Sparklers, Essex

30-31/10

Birthday weekend, Birmingham

11/12

Christmas Below, Australia

Marcel Spoelstra
+31 204 822 601
Martin Jones
0113 282 1693
Graham Farley
01376 564 228
Martin Jones
0113 282 1693

Justin Pickering
+61 2 9520 2439
Graham Farley
01376 564 228
Alex Clouter
01903 267 770

Nick Logothesis
+61 2 9456 5239

Read more detail about some of these events, as supplied by the relevant Organiser,
in the “What’s On” Guide supplement.

There’s something pretty unique about coming along to a SCORE event: the special
feeling of being part of a Cappuccino convoy, enjoying the countryside at treasure
hunts, discovering new and interesting places on a long weekend break, showing off
your car with other members at a car show. Above all, get to know other like minded
Cappuccino enthusiasts, learning useful tips and technical advice about looking after
your car.
No time like the present to look at your own 2004 diary, plan the club events you
want to come along to and make contact with the Organiser... now!
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OUTDOOR
Polyester woven textile with antiUV treatment, lightweight, smooth,
high water resistance, breathable,
elasticated all-round hem,
underbody straps. Theft deterrant.

IN-GARAGE
Dust-proofed nylon textile,
breathable, easily washable,
elasticated both ends.

All our covers have two protected front door zips. We cover cars from 8 feet to
22 feet - all shapes and sizes - as well as cover motorcycles and caravans.
We also produce bespoke storage bags for the Cappuccino roof panels.
PRICES
(including VAT/ UK delivery; please call for overseas delivery)
Outdoor Cover : £102
In-Garage Cover : £73
Set of 3 Roof Panel Storage Bags: £88
We accept most credit and debit cards - cheques payable to Cover Systems

COVER SYSTEMS (CAP)
49 Grove Road, Rushden NN10 0YD

+44 (0) 1933 410 851 (Monday - Saturday)

Cappuccino Conundrum
By Sally Baker
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Locate the following words from the above grid!
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CAPPUCCINO
ENGINE
FUN
LOVE
MODIFICATIONS
POLISH
RALLY
RED
ROOF
SCORE
SILVER
SMALL
SPEED
SPORT
SUSPENSION
SUZUKI
TUNING
TURBOCHARGER
UNIQUE
WHEEL

Answers in the next issue of The Latest SCORE!

SCORE Merchandise

The complete range of club merchandise for you and your Cappuccino... overleaf!
How you can pay for your merchandise:
BY POST

Send the order form (photocopy will be OK) on page 47 to SCORE Merchandise with
a sterling cheque made payable to “SCORE” and send to the address as shown. We
are unable to accept Euro-cheques as there is a handling cost SCORE has to incur.
BY BANK TRANSFER

Australian Members
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, 29-31 The Corso, Manly Branch, 2095 Sydney
Bank State Branch (BSB) Number: 062 197
Account Number: 1022 4865
Account Name: SCORE

Belgian, Dutch and Irish Members
Rabobank, Amsterdam en Omstreken, Zuideinde 1, Postbus 3, 1120 AA, Landsmeer
Account Number: 3246.42.261
Account Name: M Spoelstra
German Members
Dresdner Bank, Goltsteinstrasse 91, 50968 Köln
Bank Number: 370 800 40
Account Number: 439 18 09 02
Account Name: SCORE Germany Suzuki Cappuccino

New Zealand Members
ANZ Bank, Howick Branch, 87-89 Picton Street, Howick, Auckland
Account Number: 010170-0054343-50
Account Name: KIWISCORE
UK, Japanese and other Overseas Members
HSBC, 155 Mile Cross Road, Norwich NR6 6RL
Account Number: 41372467
Account Name: SCORE
Sort Code: 40-35-50

When paying by bank transfer you do need to use your full name as a reference and
either fax your bank confirmation slip to +44 (0)8700 515808; alternatively send an
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email to treasury@score.org.uk to confirm date/ amount deposited.

PENNANT FLAG
Celebrating Cappo’s 10th Anniversary
Black flag with gold lettering
£5

CAPPUCCINO BEAN BAG DOG
Cute ‘cappuccino coffee’ coloured bean bag dog*
£5

MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
Issues 1 - 14
£1.50 each

LEATHER COASTER BOXED SET
Set of 6 coasters with gold logo
Choice of green, burgundy or mixed
£2

LEATHER KEY FOB
Red leather with chrome tag
£5

PEWTER MODEL
1:43 scale model with
removable hard top
£30

POSTCARD SET
Launch pack of 3 postcards
£1.50

TAX DISC HOLDER
White holder in perspex
£1

CAPPUCCINO ADVERTS
CAPPUCCINO POSTER
Small 29.8 x 21.1cm : £0.75 Set of 3 different ad. photocopies
Large 84 x 60cm : £1.50
£1
44
* Not suitable for children under 3 years old

CARPET MAT SET
Black tailored with red Cappuccino logo
£33

PRODUCT BROCHURE
A3 size 8 page Suzuki brochure
£3

GOLF UMBRELLA
Red umbrella with black Cappuccino logo
£10

PHOTOCARD
Inaugural SCORE postcard
£0.50

GLOVEBOX WALLET
Red 25 x 17cm document wallet
£7

TWEETERS
Clarion tweeters for the dashboard
£5

PRESS BROCHURE
A4 size 8 page Suzuki brochure
£3

VEHICLE SPECIFICATION LEAFLET
Technical and equipment data-sheet
£0.50

LIMITED EDITION SOUVENIR BOOK
30 x 30cm 18 page hardback - author: LJK Setright
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£7.50

BASEBALL CAP
Adjustable navy cap with beige peak
£7

FULL ZIPPED FLEECE JACKET
Navy Blue with Cappuccino motif
£22.50

RUGBY SHIRT
Navy Blue with Cappuccino motif
£20

POLO SHIRT
Navy Blue with Cappuccino motif
£12

SWEAT SHIRT

SCORE Merchandise Order

Please photocopy this page to use as your order form
DISCLAIMER

All prices quoted are for SCORE members and associates only; non-SCORE
Members should call or email (contact details below) for price information.

The advertised price includes packing and posting for UK residents. The cost of
postage will vary for Overseas residents: please contact for information.
Choice of garment sizes: small, medium, large, x-large, xx-large
Name:

SCORE Membership Number:

Town/ City:
Postcode:
Country (if overseas):

County:

Address:

Daytime Telephone:
Email:
ITEM(S) TO BE ORDERED

PRICE

QUANTITY
REQUIRED

VALUE OF
ORDER

TOTAL ORDER VALUE:

UK Sterling cheques to be made payable to “SCORE”
Overseas residents must contact us for details of bank account transfers

SCORE Merchandise, 19 Hillside Drive, Cowbridge, Wales CF71 7EA
Telephone: +44 (0) 1446 771 208 Email: merchandise@score.org.uk
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Benson Memorial Trophy
During the 2003 AGM held in Birmingham, Alex Clouter showed everyone present a
glass memorial trophy specially engraved in honour of the valuable contribution Dave
Benson made towards SCORE.
A collective decision around the table concluded that this trophy should be awarded
to the individual who has done their bit in providing great interest, help or fun in the
magazine. We plan this initiative would become an ongoing annual award process if
initial replies are in significant numbers.
So read through the club magazines you received ove the past year (or so) and judge
who you think is the SCORE member who has given the best in the written word,
adding useful insight, humour or interest.
Please send your nomination - one name only - by email (info@scoe.org.uk) or by
post ( SCORE, 17 Hurston Close, Findon Valley, West Sussex BN14 0AX) for us to
receive by 16 April 2004.
The individual with most nominations will receive the Benson Memorial Trophy.

CMW

Helping Cappuccino Owners in SE England
25+ years experience in the Suzuki franchise
An original Suzuki SCORE Dealer with the specialist
skills, knowledge and experiences of the Cappuccino
10% discount on Cappuccino servicing and parts
CALL US NOW

01444 452 621
CMW Automobiles, Ansty, near Haywards Heath, W. Sussex RH17 5AG

Life is a Jar of Mayonnaise
By Richard Matthew

A professor stood before his philosophy class with some items in front of him on the
desk. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a large and empty mayonnaise
jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was
too full. They agreed that it was.

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured then into the same jar. The
pebbles, of course, rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He again asked
the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was.
Next the professor picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the
sand filled up everything else. He then asked once more if the jar was now full and
the students responded with a unanimous “Yes!”

The professor then produced two glassses of wine from under the desk and poured
the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the sand.
The students laughed.

“Now,” said the professor. “I want you to recognise that this jar represents your life.
The golf balls are the important things - your family, your health, your friends - things
that if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.
The pebbles are the other things that matter - like your job or your car. The sand is
everything else - the small stuff.”

He continued. “If you put sand into the jar first, there is no room for the pebbles or
the golf balls. The same goes for your life. If you spend all your time and energy on
the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important. Enjoy the
value of your life and attention to the things critical to your happiness. Play with
your children. Take your partner and your family out more often. Take time to get regular medical check-ups.There will always be time to go to work, clean the house, etc.
Take care of the golf balls first - the things that really matter. The rest is just sand.”

Then one of the students raised their hand and asked what the wine represented. The
professor smiled and said, “I’m glad you asked. It just goes to show that no matter
how full your life may seem, there’s always room for a couple of glasses of wine!”
Thought that this would be apt for the magazine. Being a new club member, I think that
the Cappo fits into this philosophy well: in the great game of life, you can’t fit golf clubs
in the car but you can get plenty of golf balls! And having read some magazines back
issues from the previous owner, SCORE members certainly like their glasses of wine!
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London Bridges & Tunnels
By Adrian Furniss

This is a sonnet which I composed following a London Fun Run organised by Dany
Gagnon a few years ago.
Do rivers flow through space or time I ask?

Can raging streams be viewed but once or more?
Are torrents new the same as those that passed

By yesterday, last week, in days of yore?
A river is but droplets all compressed
All forced together by a force unseen

To stroll or hurtle as its channel's guest

And further broaden that through which it's been.
A case in point is our old Father Thames

From Gloucester through to London then the sea,
The tributaries all from which it stems
Each adding to its fine nobility.

And so it was for us that day dear friends

Via bridge and tunnel each from start to end
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Web Anecdote

By Christine James

Stumbled across this article from an e-zine whilst browsing the Internet and thought
it’s be fun to include in the magazine. It was from www.ananova.com
Barmaid says Cappuccinos made her breasts grow

A young woman claims her breasts have grown by three cupsizes after she started
drinking cappuccino coffee.

Lucy Puttick drank up to a dozen of the coffees a day to take her mind off food while she
was on a diet.
The 19 year-old barmaid from South London has lost half a stone (around 3kg) and says
her bra size has gone from a 34A to 34D. She used to drink strong black expresso at her
pub, the Frog and Forget-me-not, but changed to cappuccino for the sweeter taste.

Ms Puttick says, “My size has changed completely. People are joking that I must be
drinking Breastcafe, not Nescafe. It’s as if the weight is being drawn to my boobs. I can’t
explain it - the only thing I have had more of is cappuccino.”

Cryptic Stuff

Results from the quiz featured in Issue 15

1. The eleven separate aluminium pieces/ parts on the Cappuccino are:
one bonnet
four alloy wheels
two side (front) lower quarter panels
three roof panels
one ‘b’ pillar

2. One straight line of 33 Cappuccinos parked nose to tail would be 108.7km long.
3. Bhp/ litre comparisons:

Austin Healey: 45.4

Lotus Elan: 66.1

Cappuccino: 96.0

4. No other sports car or convertible has a 4 way hardtop like the Cappuccino.
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Irish eyes are smiling
By Peter Fitzgerald

Living in Ireland, I first saw a Cappuccino outside a local supermarket almost 4 years
ago. I fell in love with the curves of the car and the fact it was a convertible made it
even more appealing. After spending a while looking for one I came across one in the
local Auto-Trader so I went and had a look. It was silver and had been neglected by
the owner. The paint was very dull and had been stored for almost 2 years so it was
very dusty and grubby. It was still love at first sight so I bought it on the spot. After
spending a couple of weeks cleaning the car I decided that a car this unique deserved
a very special paint job to truly make it a traffic stopper. So I did and I am very happy
with the results: a TVR “flip” purple which changes shade according to the sun...
although you would not be able to tell from the photo! I would just like to thank all
the people at the AGM in October last year for their kind words which I think made
all the work worth while. See my car in full (and changing) colour either on the club
website or on the back cover of The Latest SCORE Magazine, Issue 14.

Nice to be different
By Sally Baker

I've been the proud owner of my Cappuccino for a little over 8 months and this will
be our first Christmas together - ahhhhh - so I thought I would share with you a
little of my car owning history and how we came to be together. I feel at this point
that I should be honest with you, I have a few confessions to make and before you
get the full story I think you should know - I haven't been a lifelong Cappuccino fan, I
never dreamt of owning one before, I'm not any fanatical petrol head or sports car
fanatic, in fact my car knowledge is really seriously lacking in most areas. Phew.
Right then… I think we can carry on now it's all out in the open.

You might be asking yourself what on earth I'm doing here, why I own the car that I
do and what brought me to this point. It is this that I plan to explain… and to tell
you why I love my Cappy as much as I do. I'm not saying it's been an easy going
relationship, we have certainly had our ups and downs in the 8 months we have been
together but here we are, still standing (or rolling) through thick and thin…
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So, let’s start at the very beginning (a very good place to start).

My car owning history isn't what you might call exciting, or even slightly interesting;
my first car was a Fiat Panda - not remarkable and very reliable. It only let me down
when there was a slight oversight at the petrol station and she got filled up with
leaded instead of the rather more suitable unleaded petrol she was used to. An error
on my part and something I feel we should gloss over now, I was young and innocent
then. After that came a couple of Mini's - my favourite was my 31 year old "Pedro"
who taught me a lot of what I know about car maintenance. Bless him; he was right
fantastic but there were a few mishaps - gears practically falling apart while driving
along and a breakdown on a junction of legendary traffic stopping proportions.

So it came about that when I started earning some decent money I bought myself a
nice reliable car - a Fiat Seicento. Before you all choke on your cornflakes I have to tell
you that she was actually rather good to me - bright yellow so I never had a problem
finding her in the car park and always reliable - never broke down, never too costly
and very cheap to run.
But that was the real problem - it just wasn't exciting enough. My journey to work
was just hazardous, I mean who is going to take anyone driving a bright yellow
Seicento seriously? I had the daily routine of being cut up at roundabouts, practically
driven into at any given time and generally abused as I went about my business.

So I made the essential decision that I needed a new car… I ummed and ahhed about
the car I wanted, what could give me some power on the road, something different
that would make people take me seriously and more importantly, some fun while
driving to the office?
I think you can all guess the answer I came up with… but it wasn't an easy decision
to make, I jumped from wanting a classic car to a modern car and back again. In the
end it was actually a good friend of mine that suggested the Cappuccino. It got the
same reaction from me when you mention the name as I now get from other people I
mention it to - "A what? Cappuccino? Suzuki? Don't they make 4x4's? What's that
then? How big???" You know, the usual stuff.
I still wasn't sure, I read some articles and saw a picture but you never really get a
proper feel for the Cappuccino experience until you see one in the flesh… and so it
was that I found myself last March heading off for a test drive.

Hiding in the very back of a back street garage was the first Cappuccino I ever clapped
eyes on. It probably wasn't the best introduction; the car hadn't been used in so long
she needed a jump start and I was more than slightly dubious. Still, I decided to
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persevere with the drive and once they got the car started I wandered over to give it a
go. This is when it struck me just how small the Cappy was… I was used to driving
Mini's and other small cars but this was, well, REALLY small. That's when I started to
grin. Then I clambered in the car. My grin got bigger. Then I drove to the car park exit.

My grin was grinnier than a Cheshire cat with a grin problem. Seriously, people must
have thought I was some kind of loon driving down the road grinning at anyone who
cared to notice. And notice they did… there is some magnetic force when you drive a
Cappuccino - one that makes everyone you pass turn and stare. Often with a grin on
their own face - I don't know if they were grinning with me or at me but by the time I
got back to the garage I frankly didn't care. This was definitely the car for me. At least
the Cappuccino was, this particular car was a Japanese import, not British spec and
with next to no history attached. One of the hardest decisions was to leave that little
car behind, but even I knew that it would have been a bad move… I needed a bit
more security than that - and so it was that the 'Great Cappuccino Search of 2003'
began.
Newspapers and websites were scoured - I even found the SCORE site and searched
in vain for a car nearish to me… they aren't that easy to come by, as I'm sure you all
know. I was beginning to give up hope and resign myself to the fact that I was
destined to end up Cappuccinoless but then it happened… the right car at the right
price and in an area I could afford to drive to. So I did.

I drove up in the Seicento, vowing to myself that if it wasn't right then I would leave
the car there, I wouldn't get carried away and offer my life savings in return for the
Cappy of my dreams - oh no, I would be sensible and proper about things. Honest.

To cut a long story short I got there, I drove the car, the grin returned and this time it
was even bigger. This time I got to drive the car WITH THE ROOF OFF! I can't even
begin to explain the fun I had - I couldn't face telling the sales guy the speeds I got
up to - he was rather surprised when I got back so quickly… ahem. So it was that I
found myself driving home in my very own Cappuccino with the roof off and my hair
working its way into an attractive 'electric shock' style. Fantastic!
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The first few days were just like the days immediately after you pass your driving
test. Any excuse and I was out the door - "Just popping to the shops dear, the milk
might be too much for me so I better take the car."
My cheeks started to hurt what with all the grinning.

So our relationship began to blossom. The journey to work improved no end, people
actually seem to respect me on the road now, they actually move over to let me pass
and I even get a sneaky suspicion that some of the boy racers in the area are rather
jealous of me. It's even improved my driving style, I don't feel I have anything to
prove and I don't drive too fast, I don't need to.
It's nice to be a little bit different, I like it. It is rather disconcerting the first time
someone turns to stare or when people slow down in their cars for a better look,
squinting at the back of mine to see the name of it - I still keep having to tell myself
that they are pointing at the car and not at the grinning fool driving it.

It really isn't all that practical and it definitely costs me more in insurance and general
upkeep but life is too short to worry about these things, I mean who do you know
that has as much fun just driving to work?

MAGAZINE COMPETITION

Your chance to win a very exclusive
CAPPUCCINO PLASTIC SELF ASSEMBLY MODEL
or one of 25 special runner-up prizes
All you need to do is send us a photograph featuring your
Cappuccino in the most novel place for a car to be seen.

Photographs need to be a minimum size 15.1 x 10.1cm ( 6 x 4in). Please write your
name and membership number on the reverse side of the photo.
Alternatively you can send us a CD (or floppy) with a JPG or TIF formatted image
in high resolution; again please include your name and membership number
as a reference.
You have until 31 May 2004 to send your picture to
SCORE Competiton, 17 Hurston Close, Findon Valley, West Sussex BN14 0AX

Judging takes place during the first week of June!

Always on my mind
By Jonathan Micallef

Hi Alex, sorry for the delay but as usual I am very busy. Today I have some free time
so that I can write you my story "How I came to buy my Cappuccino" from where I
live in the very sunny island of Malta in the Mediterranean Sea.

Once I had a motorcycle and I was with my ex-girlfriend going home from work. The
first Cappuccino I saw, this was Mario's Cappuccino who is in your club. I told my
girlfriend : that was my type of car as it is not so common. My vision to buy the
Cappuccino was a bit far away as I was going to buy an apartment. Some trouble
came by and I broke up with this girlfriend.

Meanwhile, the Cappuccino was always on my mind. On Sundays I usually buy the
newspaper and search for several things for sale, not only cars but several other
things. I am a big fan of FERRARI and I have never lost a single Formula One race.
One Sunday of three and a half years ago, there was a Formula One race and half an
hour from the start of the race, I was reading the newspaper and I saw a Cappuccino
for sale. I phoned to see if I can meet him somewhere. I asked him to meet after the
race 16:30. I went with my motorcycle and my new girlfriend to meet the
Cappuccino's owner.

I saw her coming, yes her as for me my car is my little girl. The colour is red and you
know for a Ferrari fan, this is the maximum you can expect! He told me to go for a
ride to try the car, I was ready to say yes as these were my expectations. I went for a
ride and that's it, that car was mine. We did the normal procedures for the price and
after two days, the car that was always on my mind turned into reality... my dream
came true, the Cappuccino was in my garage and she’s mine, all mine!
I am very proud of my Cappuccino as I am pretty sure that mine is the most near to
perfect Cappuccino on Malta. My cousin Omar, the owner of the yellow Cappuccino
was just as determined to buy a Cappuccino after he saw mine and he always told
me that if he bought one, he would buy a yellow Cappuccino and so he did.
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My Yellow Treasure
By Omar Falzon

My cousin Jonathan told me that he has joined SCORE and now I am privileged in
being a member here in Malta with a bright yellow Cappuccino. Here’s my story of
how I came by my yellow treasure...

About 2 years ago I decided to buy a brand new car after seeing cars and cars. One
day opposite where I work I saw this yellow sports car. I fell in love at the first sight
of it but the owner didn't want to sell his Cappo.

So I decided to search for one. I saw about four in all (non-yellow Cappos) but none
of them impressed me like the one I saw that day. As I said, the car was parked often
opposite of where I work and the more I saw that yellow Cappuccino and the more
everyone kept telling me that the car was not good for me, the more I wished it.

So I decided to talk with him again and maybe to make a deal. I was very lucky that
day, he said "YES" and the first price he said I accepted. The yellow treasure was mine!
I am very happy that my dream has come true and now, with my cousin, there are
two Cappuccinos in our large family.
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To Hell(ein) and Back
By Stu Crafer

It started with a casual comment to the wife, Susan, regarding a holiday to Austria
where she grew up. I expected that as soon as I mentioned driving in the Cap, I
would be politely shown the error of my ways. Such arguments were not that really
forthcoming, indeed Susan began warming to the idea. It was Susan who mentioned
the excellent German Autozug, Germany's National Roadrail company with links
across the whole of the country. The best option appeared to be the overnight train
from Cologne to Munich. So with Susan booking the ferry crossing, Autozug and
hotels, I was left with the luggage space problem on the Cap.

Calls to Suzuki Spare Part departments for a bootrack proved fruitless. I then looked
into what other bootracks would fit including the Z3 and MX5. Both would need to
be heavily butchered and I didn't fancy the idea too much. About this time, there
were various discussions on the SCORE website concerning bootracks and one thread
in particular that Dany Gagnon had one available. Straight on the phone, boot rack
purchased and it was in my hands within 48 hours. Great Service. It was also about
this time that Tomtom released their box of European maps to go with the superb
Tomtom Navigator. This is a pda (palm) product that when used in conjunction with
a GPS, plans routes and gives verbal directions to anywhere desired.
So, the day eventually arrived where at 6am we headed to the car. Strapped on the
boot was one large Salomon ski bag, 2 rucksacks in the boot and two tube bags on
the parcel shelf. Destination Dover.

Apart from a car broken down in the Blackwall Tunnel, the journey was uneventful
although the first concerns over the Tomtom Navigator began to rear their head.
Where extensive building work had taken place at the docks and not been updated on
the map, the pda suggested we were actually in the water rather than the dockside.
During our travels, the pda attempted to send us down an underpass the wrong way
and also took us through a wooded copse much to the amusement of the locals.
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We left behind Calais and headed for the longest leg of the journey, Cologne, and
across some of the worst motorways I've come across. It wasn't until we hit Germany
that the roads improved to a proper standard. The pda gave us directions into the
centre of Cologne and with some trepidation, followed the commands through a
housing estate and with some relief, into the railway station. We checked in and
loaded the car onto the car transporter remembering not to turn on the alarm (this
was something that others forgot to everyone's amusement) and found our way to
the sleeping compartment. Eight hours later, we were woken by the train staff with a
cup of tea and breakfast. Fully refreshed, we left the train station at Munich and
headed to our first destination in St. Wolfgang, Upper Austria.
The great thing about St. Wolfgang is that the roads are too narrow to drive down so
the hotel car parks are all on the outskirts of town. Well, of course, with a Cappo, no
road is too small so with a few strange looks we arrived outside our first hotel. Four
nights driving around the Upper Austria before we were off to Hellein. Two hours’
drive to a castle on the outskirts of town.

The beautiful sweeping mountain roads were easily gobbled up by the Cap; Austrian
drivers were another matter. In a few days of driving around, we had become aware of
incredulous driving antics by the locals. Austrians think nothing of overtaking a long
line of cars and only pulling in when something is coming the other way. If you're in
the way, tough. One instance, we were following a bus up a twisty mountain road.
As cars behind the bus waited for gaps in the traffic before overtaking until it was our
turn. Behind the bus we waited until a gap in the traffic formed and we made our
move. At the same time, the car behind also attempted an overtaking manoeuvre on
us. So there we were, overtaking a bus with a car overtaking us - three abreast up a
twisty mountain road (Didn't take me though!)
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Our third leg of our journey to Heilegenblut involved a trip over Europe's highest
mountain pass. 7,000 feet up, 50km of twisting mountain roads and great fun for the
Cap. Being aware of the heat and the additional weight being carried we were driving
carefully but even so, we developed a small misfire and a worrying pinging noise from
the area of the starter motor when we had a rest stop at the top. Before we reached
Heilegunblut, we pulled into one of the many excellent Bosch Service Stations. Now,
Upper Austrians are known for their cleanliness but this garage was spotless. As
soon as we pulled into the garage forecourt, cardboard was placed under the car. You
weren't even allowed in the garage itself! Apart from a boiled battery, the mechanic
pulled out the spark plugs only to find one had split. He wasn't particularly concerned
as he stated that Bosch produce plugs for every car in Europe and make a copy of
every NGK or Champion. Errr, no, they don't. The mechanic then arranged for a set of
Champions to be imported that afternoon. Well, they failed to arrive then and the
next day. Unfortunately, our time was up in Heilegunblut and despite delaying our
journey until the next afternoon, the plugs failed to show. We gently drove to our
final hotel by the lake 1500 feet up in the mountains at Pertisau. The very next day
our plugs arrived by courier and despite one smashing en route we were able to get
them into the Cap and back to full fitness.
The journey back to Battersea via the same route was pretty uneventful but did give
me enough time to chat to Susan regarding the destination of 2004's driving holiday.
Thoughts so far seem to be Scandinavia or back on the Autozug towards northern
Italy.

If you plan a driving holiday in the Cappuccino, I would thoroughly recommend it.
The boot rack is essential and my order is in for the new parcel shelf bag recently
advertised in the SCORE mag. The anomalies on the GPS aside, I do believe this to be
an invaluable piece of kit that will certainly accompany us on our future journeys,
wherever they may be.
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Congratulations to...

Ronni and Alexandra Schneider on the
birth of their baby boy

Philip & Maggie Lee
on their wedding in 2003

Murray Betts on his award at the 2003 AGM for his
“outstanding technical contributions to SCORE”
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Sascha Kopp on his
road to recovery, here with
his girlfriend, Claudi

Adam Jarvis on his
23rd birthday
in 2003

Not just for Christmas
By Sue Broxham

In enclosing my membership, I thought I would include a story telling you how I took
possession of my car.
In the summer of 2003 I attended a classic car show at Tunbridge Wells with my
husband, David, who was incidentally showing his 1600E Cortina. Into the showground came two lovely sports cars that I now know to be Suzuki Cappuccinos. I
turned to David and said I could really have one of those, something I often say when
there is no hope. Later in the day he arranged for me to sit in one and got to chat to
some SCORE members telling me more. This just reinforced my wish to one day own
one.
Time goes by and unbeknown to me he makes the decision to try and find one for me
as a Christmas present. He contacted Alex at SCORE and as a result went straight to
the classified area on the club website. Found a couple for sale of interest, made
contact and finally settled on a good condition red one.

Enlisting the help of friends, the car is purchased and stored, awaiting our visit to
exchange Christmas presents. To my surprise he hands me a gift from under their
tree, a CD front, to which I reply this is no good without a car. He says, you must go
out and find it. You can imagine my sheer delight to find parked on their drive my
very own gorgeous red Cappuccino. I cried!
Sometimes dreams do come true and it all started at an outdoor classic car show.

I now long for the summer time to come so that I can really enjoy my car to its full
potential...

Editor’s note: In August last year, we had our own stand at Autorama 2003, at
Tunbridge Wells with Katy and Mark Dobson and myself representing the club so it’s
good to hear of someone who not only secured a Cappo as a result of us being there but
also joined SCORE!
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Cappo Experiences
By Gordon Mitchell

I met Suzi by accident in 1995. My son had treated himself to a new car as a reward
for his hard-earned promotion in the Army, and came home one summer evening in
this strange little silver thing with no roof. At his invitation I tried it out in the lanes
and was impressed by the handling and nippiness - everything seemed so taught and
responsive compared with the ancient Escort I was using then. Then he got posted
away for short periods, and left the car with me to get a service arranged, and I came
to enjoy driving this odd little conveyance: that summer the air conditioning and
removable top were especially welcome.
Some months later he announced his engagement - he was marrying into a ready
made family with two small daughters. He would need a bigger car, and he was hard
up. I'd been made redundant and had some spare cash, plus after a knee operation
that had gone a bit wrong I could no longer safely ride my beloved BMW. So from
649cc on two wheels I went to 657cc on four.
Suzi (what else?) had 12000 on the clock when I got her. The first change was to
switch from the ubiquitous Castrol oil to Shell Helix Plus - I've always liked Shell
lubricants since the days of X-100 (remember that, anybody?) In those far-off days
when I earned my living as a motor fitter I was always impressed by the way X-100
and BP ViscoStatic kept engines clean, whereas cars run on other well-known oils
would have rocker boxes choked with sludge. I recall once having to use Mole grips
to pull the pushrods out of a Morris 1000, so sludged were the tunnels in the block.

The first problem arose with the front fairing. It had fractured at the centre mounting
in the radiator inlet, and my son had taken it to the dealer for repair. This proved to
have been done with Cataloy, and it rapidly fractured again: a local bodyshop with
expertise in plastics welding soon fixed this properly. Since then I have noticed that
high kerbs can be a problem, eg those at M40 Warwick services.

At 22000 the original Bridgestones were getting thin, and I began to look around for
replacements. Not impressed by the price of these Potenzas, I shopped around and
one tyre specialist recommended Vredestein Sprint T-20's. These were fitted, and I
had no problems with handling. At a SCORE meet I met an owner who said that he
could not use his Cappuccino in the bad weather as he could not get enough traction
to pull out of his drive in ice or snow. But in 1997 I was working in Belfast and had
to get to East Midlands Airport, going over the Wolds in heavy snow, and never had a
problem with adhesion. I did have a problem with that darned interior light though
after a fortnight away I once trudged through the snow to find a flat battery: I must
have hit the switch with my elbow as I got out....
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The tail pipe was beginning to resemble a lace curtain, and although I asked the
dealer about corrosion warranty they insisted that this was not covered (I'd seen the
price of a silencer!) I dropped the box and welded on a nice copper stub (old toilet
flushpipes are the right size) but at 30000 the front pipe broke at the silencer inlet.

Although I welded it here, this is where SCORE membership paid off for I met others
who had got warranty replacements, and the dealer gave way. On one of these early
services I was told they were going to get me a replacement cylinder head due to a
stripped cambox screw they had found - this turned out to be one of those holding
down the spark plug cover plate, and they instead managed to repair the thread.
Another fun thing I found was the air conditioning radiator beginning to disintegrate
- the bottom strip was peeling away. This was replaced under warranty, as were the
rear discs which were corroding - more of this later.

So the happy miles went by. One day I was at the local Fiat/Alfa dealer, arranging a
usual service for the wifely Uno, when the owner, a rally driving freak, came out like a
trapdoor spider and began to drool over the Cappuccino. "I've seen pictures of these
but never actually looked at one. Can I see under the bonnet?" Soon he was off up
the road and half an hour later came back wearing a Cheshire Cat expression.
"Smoothest turbo I've ever driven. Lovely handling. What a car. Do you know,
although I have my choice of Alfa demonstrators if I had the chance I'd prefer one of
these for a fun car."

I began to think I had something special. How good the handling was came home to
me one day when I was bowling merrily along a fenland road. Through the village,
and there was a boy racer in a hot Viva waiting at a junction. I cleared the limit, then
on a two mile straight I accelerated happily up to, er, the legal limit plus 20 or so
mph. Behind me I could see the striped bonnet of the Viva closing in, and with a
rasp of exhaust he passed me. Suddenly ahead I saw a cloud of dust and stones from
his wheels, then I found the road surface had deteriorated from smooth tarmac into
deep loose chippings rough enough to be railway ballast. Suzi began to yaw and
judder, and I dropped the throttle off and concentrated on keeping her between the
verges. The Viva driver tried a different approach - through the dust cloud I saw his
stoplights come on, then they vanished as the car slewed round backwards and
clipped the verge. Suzi was slowing down rapidly, and had almost stopped by the
time the Viva went up the verge, cleared a deep ditch and rolled majestically over in
the field. I hit the hazard flashers and leapt the ditch, but the overtaker had by then
climbed out of the hole where his windscreen had been. He was muttering about
only just having got it back on the road after a repaint. I gave him a lift back to the
village: for some reason he was not interested in his ride in a Cappuccino and never
asked me about it. Driving back slowly towards the gravel trap I found tucked away
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in the long grass of the verge was a sign "Danger - loose chippings". Gee, thanks
County Council. All that episode cost me was a new sidelight, broken by a flying
stone.

Unlike a lot of her contemporaries, Suzi had to work hard for a living as I could not
afford to treat her as a weekend car. Those winter fortnights parked at the airport
with all the underbody salt were taking their toll. I could see the sills were starting
to rust, and on her first MOT the man remarked how rusty she was underneath. Then
I was checking the oil one day and I noticed a strange rusty mark on the inner wing
by the top of the offside suspension unit - a finger prod confirmed this was a hole
right through. I naturally invoked the warranty, and after a Suzuki luminary examined
her by appointment off she went to a bodyshop for £3500 worth of repairs - in
addition to the inner wing they replaced the sills and rear arches. But after this job I
soon found I had a driver's door drip, at the top of the quarterlight. I can only assume
the door was not aligned as before and the glass was not compressing the rubber
properly. I do worry about the rubber parts: in my long ago trade experience I used
to use Holt's Rubber Lubricant on door seals - it would even quieten those awful
Morris 1000 doors that used to squeak and chirrup at every bump. I've not found this
on the market for years, but Armor-All seems to do the same job and I use it quite
regularly especially on the rear window seal.

And so 60000 miles rolled up on the clock. To my annoyance she failed an MOT on
rear brake performance, and on checking the rear calipers revealed that they were
partially seized on the sliders and only working on one pad. This I managed to rectify
after replacing the O-rings and boots, although not all parts are available separately.
The quote then for a new caliper was £400+. The disks were corroded on one side
due to this problem, but a thickness check revealed plenty of metal and a local
machine shop skimmed them for a tenner. Not a very good piece of engineering,
these rear calipers, and unique to this car hence only full price pads available unlike
the front ones.
At this point I had the cambelt replaced by my Suzuki dealer, and I picked the car up
late in the evening and set off into the traffic. I immediately felt something was very
wrong. The exhaust note was different, the acceleration was flat, and I crept home
cautiously. The next day when I started her the usual behaviour was totally odd:
normally a cold engine would run at 1800-2000 then settle back to 900 rpm idle
when the temperature came up. Now she muttered unhappily at 1100 and when
warm shot up to 2200. Back to the dealer - very red faces, new belt one tooth out!
How lucky not to have touched a valve...

64700 miles and I began to worry about the alternator - bad scenes with Peugeot and
Renault items that ate sliprings made me take it off and put it into my friendly auto
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electric shop. Cleaned, tested, brushes and sliprings OK. Full marks to Nippon Denso.

68000 miles and life had changed around me. Moving house to the South of England
and the resulting upheaval meant I had little time to sort out poor Suzi. The battery
was beginning to fail, and the wheels were corroding, so much that I was losing
tyre pressure. The wheel corrosion wasn’t helped by the silly clip on balance weights,
steel against alloy plus salt = battery. So for a year she sat in the garage up on axle
stands, and I from time to time went in and rotated the engine. Then early last
summer time and pennies were available. Off came the tyres, and the wheels were
blasted and powder coated. I expected the battery to be some exotic pattern, but no,
same as Nissan Micra hence easy to get and cheap. New Firestones, and then out
with the plugs and a squirt of Redex into each hole. Whizzed it over with the plugs
out, then plugs back and away she went. Warmed her up and changed the oil, then
off to the MOT station. "Warning - exhaust badly corroded." Yeah, I know, once
again the tail pipe had more holes than the ratcatcher's flute, but no way was I going
to buy a Suzuki replacement. I wired a foil pie packet around the offending pipe, and
not wishing for that heavy trim to drop off and bounce through somebody else's
windscreen I fixed up a safety wire too. Now Suzi was in the big mileage business. I
have a contract job in North Wales, and despite what Mr Prescott says there is no
way I can get there by public transport from Sussex. So most Sundays see Suzi and I
setting off on a 300 mile trip, unfortunately involving the M25/M40, and over the
week she clocks around 700 miles, returning 55-58mpg and zero oil consumption.
Oil is changed religiously at 3000 mile intervals - the intermediate change I do
myself, and now my local SCORE dealer is the excellent CMW at Haywards Heath.
Last December after a service I got the dread news of more rust at the front of the
rear subframe. So back to CMW, out with the rear subframe and on with the MIG.
Second major body job.
After looking around for stainless exhausts, I eventually went to Rebel Powerpipes of
Scunthorpe who did a very good job for £220. The box is slung a bit low, and there
is a huge tail trim: the note is a bit louder but on the whole I am happy. The idle
was affected however - dropping the throttle in neutral would instantly cut the revs
to 1500, then it would slowly decay to 900. CMW cleaned the plenum and adjusted
things, but it is still not the same as with the factory exhaust. But with a complete
stainless system for less than the price of a Suzuki mild steel box I can live with that.
Now we have 106000 miles showing. The rear brakes are playing up: once more the
calipers are not sliding, working on one side of the disks. Back to CMW for new
disks. The returns of the rear wheel arches again were showing signs of reversion to
iron ore, and there's a hole now in the other inner front wing that was not replaced.
There is paint deterioration - the front corners of the boot lid and the door edges are
showing slight rust, there is a dent on the front wing where son (different one!)
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clipped the garage door. And so before the new salt season she is in for a bit of body
attention, like four figures worth. Gulp. Third major body job.

Another thing is the odd increase in wind noise around the driver's door, which is I
suspect coming from the beading lifting at the front end by the quarterlight. It seems
that the UV action of sunlight makes this bend upwards and pull out of the clips. The
worst UV damage of the 2003 summer is on the plastic trims at the front and rear of
the roof panels. Some of these have developed an odd crazy paving pattern and are
sticky to the touch: apparently these are forty quid each! Seems very over the top for
a few inches of rigid PVC. Now I see similar deterioration on the big trim around the
rear window reflector - I cannot bring myself to ask the price of that. But the engine
still runs like a clock, apart from a rough idle that appeared recently. At the simply
wonderful Ten Year Anniversary Run (thanks Alex!) talking to other owners I heard of
a 2000 Euro bill for injector overhaul. I treated Suzi to a bottle of Wynn's Injector
Cleaner and have run on Shell Optimax for a bit, which seems to have really fixed the
problem.

I had a nice gotcha with the wheels - I've just swapped them round to even tyre wear,
and removal required heavy use of a rubber mallet on the inside sidewalls. At first I
thought this was due to the face rusting on to the hubs, but closer examination
revealed that the powder coating had reduced the inside diameter of the bore and this
was binding on the hub spigots - when the wheels first went back the coating was
soft so that the problem was not noticed, but it had since hardened and stuck the
wheels on. Careful work with a small file and emery resolved this - I am glad to have
found the problem on axle stands in the drive at home rather than on a motorway
hard shoulder on a wet night.
One annoying problem that has scared me quite a few times is that of small stones
wedging behind the rear brake disc covers. This manifests itself as a strange speedrelated noise, prompting visions of differential failure. Not difficult to fix, just reach
through the spokes and flex the cover so that the offending object drops free. And
another thing I've just discovered - don't put coins for tunnel tolls etc on the ledge
below the instrument panel. A pound coin will slip down the gap: panic, what is it
going to short out?

Wish list? There's that horrible key-in beeper: easily fixed by removing the little
switch on the lock barrel and taping it out of harm's way. I'd like dimmable panel
lights, decent rear calipers, and underbody sealing from new: that's about it apart
from the big one - why can't we buy new Cappucinos? There seems to be little else
in the class, unless the new Smart Car Roadster can replace it. If only they had
imported more Cappucinos, we might have a user base like the MX-5 folk and even be
able to get pattern parts.
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Isn't it interesting that the new Suzuki saloon has a non-turbo Cappucino engine? It
shows they are happy with the design, and hopefully means engine parts will be
available that much longer.
I suppose our relationship will have to end sometime, and poor Suzi really deserves
to go to a nice kind owner who will keep her in a warm dry garage and take her out
for events like the twenty year anniversary run. I've been grossly unfair to her over
the years, doing several hundred mile commutes in all weather. But what a car....

Cappuccino SPORT on the move
With Dany's imminent move to France, there's a change in the level of contact at
CappuccinoSPORT with the same level of enthusiastic and committed service to
SCORE members in obtaining Cappuccino accessories and second hand parts.
From 1 March, the contact details are as follows:
CappuccinoSPORT
86 Pownall Crescent
Colchester
CO2 7RF
Tel: 01206 769 022
Fax: 01206 575 373
Email: info@cappuccinosport.com

Dany Gagnon is still very much in charge
of CappuccinoSPORT from his new home in France.
He has appointed a small team of people to manage the UK operation.
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Waxoyling Your Cappuccino
By Anthony Fyson

I have owned my Cappo for over five years, and had thought that the Suzuki 6 year
anti perforation warranty would have covered me for any corrosion problems. It was
unfortunate that, as the previous owner had not had the body/chassis inspection
record completed, this warranty was not valid. However, Suzuki kindly agreed to
cover half the cost of some underbody treatment at almost £300 (ouch!). This was
carried out when the car was three years old.

Last year I noticed a small rust bubble on the rear wing of my Cappo, and decided to
poke it with a screwdriver. Big Mistake Number 1!

Discovering that both the outer and inner wings had rotted at that point, I decided to
effect a repair. Examination of the body cavities revealed that they had not been
treated when the underbody treatment was carried out. Seems like I got slightly
ripped off here.
Having read various messages on rust treatment, I followed some of the hints from
ex-SCORE member Nick Claydon's website http://mysite.freeserve.com/cappuccino
and set about Waxoyling the car.

Further to stripping out the parcel shelf, seat belt stanchions and fuel tank inspection
cover, I removed the seats and carpets. Big Mistake Number 2!
I found that the bulkhead behind the seats had rusted through in a couple of places,
Also both the inner sills had rusted through at the front ends by the front bulkhead.

These holes were cleaned up and patched. I then removed the plastic blanking plugs
from the inner sills, and from each end of the outer sills. I sprayed Waxoyl into the
cavities through the various orifices. Trying to adequately treat the cavity behind the
seats proved to be a bit tricky, as access was somewhat restricted through the fuel
tank inspection cover. To overcome this difficulty, I drilled a couple of 12mm holes
through the patched areas, and injected Waxoyl directly into these cavities. A couple
of blanking grommets sealed the holes, and were secured with a piece of gaffer tape
or duct tape for good luck.
Close inspection of the seam sealant revealed a rust bubble forming on the seam
under the foot controls, and a second bubble on the seam behind the drivers seat.
The seam sealant was carefully cut away, and the rust areas treated with Kurust,
injected into any small holes by means of a syringe used for refilling my printer
cartridges! I'll have to buy another refill kit now. Fresh sealant was smoothed over
the treated areas.
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Slight rust patches were noted around the plastic blanking plugs on the passenger
floor area, and some under the trim below the driver's door. These also were treated
with Kurust. All internal treated areas were then painted with red oxide primer. The
external areas were treated with zinc oxide primer, followed by red oxide primer and
top coat. By the way, my local paint supplier made up a 400 ml aerosol of Suzuki
Cordoba Red for around £10.

Now a word about Waxoyl Injection Kits. There is a lower cost "trigger pump" kit,
which screws into a 2.5 or 5.0 litre can of Waxoyl. This proved tricky to use, as the
Waxoyl solidified in the trigger pump very quickly - despite the can being quite warm
in a bucket of nearly boiling water. The trigger had to be frequently cleaned with
white spirit, injected into it with the aforementioned syringe. An alternative is the
"High Pressure" kit, which is pumped up. I imagine this enables the Waxoyl to be
injected more easily. Does anyone have any experience of this kit? All the obvious
cavities have been treated now. There may be one or two areas around the engine
bay or front suspension that still require treatment - but those will wait until the
warmer weather is here. Hopefully this will have prevented any further corrosion
occurring, and I look forward to many more happy years with my beloved Cappo.
I still have the same motorcycle after 16 years - but will I still have my Cappo after
16 years? I really do hope so!

MERCHANDISE SPRING SALE

Cool 6 Coaster Set

choice of green, burgundy or mixed

only £2

Unbelievable Umbrella

red golf umbrella that actually fits in the boot

only £10

Please use the SCORE Merchandise Order Form on page 47

71

More than a Birthday Treat
By Briony Craven-Russell

The first Cappuccino (a silver) was bought for me by my darling husband Brian as a
30th birthday present. It was purchased from Fair Way Trading in Surrey (a private
dealer). I had the car from summer 1999 up to Jan 2003. It was in a crash in January
and through SCORE we found another car which was bought from a member this
time in Essex.

It is a rare Cap because it is a chain-driven engine with electric power steering and as
you can see from the pic some extra bits around the sills. It is also an automatic and
delightful to drive. This car was never officially imported to the UK unlike the silver
and red cars. I believe there are only 2 in the UK and as a result all the parts have to
be flown over from Suzuki Japan as it does not seem to be able to use the parts that
are for the silver and red cars. Therefore I have to be quite patient waiting. I keep the
car garaged and since finding out how rare it is I may retire the car as a keepsake. But
I have no idea what other car I could drive that would constantly bring a smile to my
face. Plus it is very parkable which is why it is was a fantastic birthday present for a
lady driver. Both vehicles on arriving in the country were initially sold through the
dealer Brian Gubby. It is of interest to us as we both used to race ride and Brian
Gubby is a trainer that my husband Brian rode a few winners for in the past. I hope
to one day meet up with the other members if there is a meeting in the East Anglia
Region.

1129 CAPPUCCINOS ON BRITISH ROADS!

Hot from the archives of the Society of Manufacturers and Traders ( the trade
association of the motor industry) are the latest vehicle population statistics. This is
our chance to know how many Cappuccinos are on British roads by registration year:
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1991:
1992:
1993:

4
45
141

1994:
1995:
1996:

633
276
4

1997:
1999:
2002:

4
1
1

In addition there are 10 parallel imports in the UK.

Quick Silver Exhausts

We are pleased to have looked after many SCORE
members, supplying bespoke stainless steel exhaust
systems for their Cappuccinos.
SCORE members can enjoy a massive

20% discount

on all new exhaust systems
Each exhaust unit comes with a

produced to Suzuki's original blue-print dimensions
Call Paul Goddard now!

020 7622 2120

info@quicksilverexhausts.com

www.quicksilverexhausts.com

Cappo Hunting in New Zealand
By Ross & Diane Armstrong

The story of how we came to own a Suzuki Cappuccino begins almost ten years ago
with an article in a New Zealand car magazine. Although both the magazine and
year is long forgotten, the intrigue with these miniature sport cars obviously lodged
somewhere into my sub-conscious. Even though at the time the thought of actually
owning our own Cappuccino was so unlikely that it did not even show on the radar
as possible "wants" let alone "needs".

A few years on and Diane and I were considering the purchase of a "second" car.
Casual browsing of local car yards turned up another memory from the past, a little
1980 Suzuki CXG (SC100 in the UK) that had seen better days and was in need of a
paint job. When I first started work, a colleague had owned one and I was impressed
with how much fun this little 1000cc rear-engine vehicle was. Despite some initial
reservations from Diane that she did not want to own "a four wheel sewing machine"
a test drive quickly changed her perceptions.
A little bit of TLC including a set of mags and a repaint to Ferrari Red and our little
new edition (given the highly original name of "Suzi") turned out to be quite a head
turner and a real barrel of fun. After several years of reliable, fun and economic
motoring we decided to upgrade Suzi to a more modern and sporty car in the form of
a Honda CRX del sol. Now all things considered the CRX is a better car all round,
but there was something intangible about our little Suzi that just made us smile.
Despite her rattles and lack of modern features like electric windows, air conditioning
etc she just oozed character. We missed her terribly.

Seven years later and Diane started talking about getting a more "practical" car. A
Honda Civic is what she had in mind. My philosophy on second cars has always
been that they should be fun first and practical second - practical is what our main
car is for. So my first thought is finding another little "Suzi".

Next thing I know a little bell is going off somewhere inside my head "what about
those Suzuki Cappuccinos I read about so long ago?" An internet search revealed no
Cappuccinos for sale in New Zealand (not surprising as less than 30 were ever sold
here plus a few imports), but it did turn up the SCORE website. A few web pages
later my interest in Cappuccinos was completely rekindled and Diane's idea of getting
a nice little Civic was rapidly fading from view.

Now the challenge was to find one of these little gems for sale. Bear in mind that I
had never actually seen a Cappo in the flesh, let alone had a ride in one, so I was a
little apprehensive that my expectations might be rather let down with reality - these
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were only 3 cylinder cars with 660 cc motors after all! My first disappointment was
to learn that I could no longer import Cappuccinos (or any car less than 1000cc) into
New Zealand. That seriously limited my options, as the most common reply to my
enquiries was "a Suzuki what?"

I thought my luck changed when Diane's brother Chris said he had spotted a
Cappuccino in a recent issue of New Zealand Classic Car magazine. Hot on the trail I
got hold of the last issue only to discover no Cappos but a nice little yellow Suzuki
CXG. Back to plan B. Only problem was that the CXG was in the South Island and
we lived in the North Island, some 1200 km away plus a ferry crossing.

If the CXG had been closer, we would probably have ended up owning it. But
distance introduced its own problems as we wanted to view it before buying. While
making up our mind I decided to have one more attempt at finding a Cappuccino.
This time I opted for the SCORE website, strange as it seemed at the time of making
contact with England to find a car in New Zealand. My initial enquiry returned an
explanation from Alex that he cannot give out names or contact details of members
willy nilly (Data Protection &all that). How about my details to be made available? No
probs. 12 hours later and I get an e-mail from Alan Williams with a possible Cappo
for sale along with an e-mail address! Followed soon after with e-mails from Graeme
Hansen and also Steph/ Gary Goodare. These SCORE people sure are helpful!
So I am on the trail of a Cappuccino. The news gets even better; it is still for sale and
is not only in the same island, it is only a two hour drive away in Auckland. Time to
see my first Cappo, conveniently scheduled to coincide with a trip to Auckland for
work. Now the first set back, turns out that the owner of the car was not aware that
her husband had it up for sale (sounds like the type of husband who doesn't listen
when their wife says she wants a Honda Civic).
At least I got to drive my first Cappo, but it wasn't the one I went to look at.
Graeme Hansen, the New Zealand SCORE representative, had kindly volunteered his
expertise to look at the Cappuccino with me. Very much appreciated as I really had
no idea what to check. Given that the owner was not sure if she wanted to sell, and
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her car had modified suspension, Graeme offered to take me for a drive in his so I
could see what the standard suspension was like. Needless to say I was most
impressed and it completed destroyed any preconceptions I may have held about the
performance you can get from a 660 cc motor. While I really enjoyed the brief ride as
a passenger, I was rather too nervous driving his mint Cappuccino in the dark, on
streets I was not familiar with, in New Zealand's largest city, to fully appreciate the
experience.
Now it was simply a case of waiting while they decided if wanted to sell it or not. In
the mean time I was trying to gauge whether Diane liked the idea or simply thought I
was having a mid-life crisis. My work colleagues certainly gave me funny looks when
I said I was hoping to replace Diane's CRX with a 3 cylinder, 660cc car. Quite a
departure from the New Zealand V8 petrol-head culture.

A couple of weeks later and they finally make up their minds to sell! We head down
to Auckland for a drive, and Diane's first look at a Cappuccino. It either made a good
impression on Diane or she had completely given up on me and decided that the only
solution was to buy it and get it out of my system. Whatever the reason, we agreed
a price and organised for me to collect it when I was in Auckland next.
Six weeks and a couple of thousand km later, Diane and I are two happy Cappuccino
owners. My work colleagues don't give me strange looks when I talk about the
Cappo; a simple test drive cured any doubts they held. Our new little car is not
another "Suzi"; they are different cars with different personalities. But they both
share they same fun character, this one is simply fun with attitude!

Smitten in a second
By Chris Goff

Geoff and I got our first Cap years and years ago in a dealership in Romford and
admired it to the point that it was gone but not forgotten. Anyway. a couple of years
ago I had a short spell in hospital and Geoff must have been feeling sorry for me and
asked what car I wanted (very unusual for Geoff to have any compassion.....thought I
must be dying and no one had told me). Geoff suggested looking on the web for a
Cap. Low and behold I was once again smitten with the lovely cars that were on the
site. We found one for sale just around the corner to us and went to see it straight
away. Well, what a car, I had to contain myself a little so as not to seem too
keen.....WE LOVED IT! Bought it and had my first drive in it. WOW great fun. It’s a
silver one, has done about 50,000 miles and is still in very good condition. Sorry got
a bit carried away for the moment but you know what I mean! We hope to come to a
few of your meets in the future.....I think Geoff is now interested in buying one for
himself but knows he would have to get rid of one of his other toys first.....heh heh.
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Revival of the compact, purist roadster
By Marcel Spoelstra

With the European launch of the Smart Roadster / Coupe in April 2003 the segment
of the compact and purist roadster, which has not existed in this form since the
Suzuki Cappuccino, is being revived. The Smart Roadster / Coupe has the features of
the Cappuccino.

The Smart Roadster offers two models: the Roadster and the Roadster Coupe. The
Roadster has only a trunk, the Coupe offers a fully glazed rear and removable hardtop.
From both models the Roadster comes closest to Cappuccino outline. However the Tbar cannot be lowered on the Smart, unlike the Cappuccino.

These dynamic, agile two-seaters offer a unique driving experience where the focus is
not purely on reaching the destination, but also on the journey there. These sporty
rearwheel drive vehicles are equipped with a 3-cylinder engine. The Smart engine is
the same as the City-coupe model (new name: Smart ForTwo). However the Roadster
engine has been modfied with greater cubic capacity, power and torque, enabling high
lateral acceleration and therefore high cornering speeds. With an 698cc engine output
of around 80 bhp (60 kW) and a weight of around just 790 kilogrammes, the Smart
offers a power to weight ratio in excess 100 bhp/tonne, which gives a very enjoyable
driving experience, which is comparable to the Cappuccino.
The top speed of the Smart is not limited and reaches an 175 kph (109 mph). The
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Cappuccino is standard limited to 140 kph. But removing this limiter, the top speed is
comparable to the Smart. There are no official 0-60mph acceleration times of the
Cappuccino. According to several reports it is between 9 and 11 seconds. The official
Smart time is 10.9 seconds for the roadster and 11.2 seconds for the Roadster Coupe.
I believe the Cappuccino is faster. However this not based on empirical and objective
tests but rather on subjective feeling.
The Smart has a sequential automated gearbox. The gearchange sequence of the auto
transmission has been optimised and a new kickdown function greatly improves the
driveability compared to the City-Coupe. The Smart driver has also the choice for the
F-1 gearchange without a clutch. This gives you a Schumacher driving feeling. Top
Gear's Jeremy Clarkson doesn't like it. But I don't agree. It is different but you learn to
appreciate it. Especially when driving on curvy roads. Your hands are always on the
steering wheel where they should be.
With a wheelbase of 2360 mm and a track width of 1357 mm at the front and 1392
mm at the rear, the Smart is extremely agile. The weight distribution to the front and
rear axle is 44:56 per cent. With a vehicle length of 3427 mm and a width of 1615
mm, the car has two luggage compartments in the front and the rear. A capacity of
59 litres in the front and 86/ 189 litres in the rear ( Roadster and Coupe) provides
more storage space than the Cappuccino.

For today’s standards the Cappuccino has a lack of safety features. The Roadster has a
visible steel structure in the door sill, B-pillar and roll bar areas - part of the passive
safety features of the car. The plastic panelling is a sign of robustness, suitability use,
ease of repair and a lightweight construction with identical fabrics for the instrument
panel and door trim. The steel TRIDION safety cell weighs in at just 192 kg, yet is
extremely rigid. This means that the Roadster offers far greater structural rigidity than
the Cappuccino. The high structural stability contributes to the pin-sharp go-kart
handling, as well as crash safety.

The Smart is equipped with the electronic stability program (ESP) as standard. ESP
uses a yaw sensor and wheel speed sensors to constantly monitor the speed and
movement on the road. When the sensors detect a situation where the car is losing
control, ESP will selectively brake individual wheels and/ or reduce engine power to
help bring the car back on track. ESP also offers anti-stall assist functions as well as
cornering brake control, plus regulation of the braking pressure on specific wheels
when braking in corners. Tail outbreaking as per the Cappuccino is highly impossible.

The tyres of the Smart have the standard dimensions 185/55 R 15 on the front and
rear axle on Spinline light-alloy rims. Trackline light-alloy rims with 205/50 R 15 tyres
or Spikeline light-alloy rims with 205/45 R 16 tyres are options. Compare these
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dimensions to the skinny Cappuccino tyres. Unnecessary telling you that the Smart
sticks better to the tarmac!!

The roof systems consists of a soft top and a hardtop which can be used together or
separately to offer max open-air driving pleasure. As well as a two piece removable
plastic hardtop that can be stowed and transported in the rear luggage compartment,
an electrically operated folding soft top is available as standard on the Roadster and
as an option on the Roadster-Coupe. This can be fully opened and closed even when
driving at top speed!

The hardtop is divided in lengthways in the middle. It covers an area 750 mm long
and 1000 mm wide. The roof segments can be easily removed, packed into special
moulded plastic parts and stowed in the real luggage compartment like the Cappo.
The components weighs a total of 10 kg and are made of fibre glass reinforced with
polyurethane foam. They are much heavier than the aluminium made Cappuccino roof
panels.
The soft top uses removable side roof bars as a rail for the dacron hood. It opens by
pushing a switch on the centre console. It only takes 10 seconds to fully open the
soft top. It slides back under the roll bar to the luggage compartment. When the soft
top is fully open these bars can be removed and stowed away in the front luggage
compartment: clearly an advantage compared to the Cappuccino.

So what is the verdict? The Cappuccino is the most basic sportiest of the two.
However the Smart is the most practical and offers the most luggace space but it’s
not a fully open convertible. So the Smart name isn't really appropriate. The Smart
does re-interpret the segment of the purist roadster in form and design, coupled with
today's demands for safety and comfort. If you can afford it buy a Smart next to the
Cappuccino for daily use and keep the Cappuccino as a collector’s item for special
sunny (SCORE) moments. If you can’t afford it, save the money and every time you
see a Smart remember it’s just a modernised Cappuccino with extra safety features.
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Searching on the SCORE Website
By Ian Linden

This is a short piece to draw attention to the Power of the Force - the Search Engine
on the SCORE Website, to help answer those questions you've:
· Always wondered about but been afraid to ask
· Just thought of and need an answer to NOW

There is a considerable body of Cappo-related information/wisdom/opinion available
on the site, and, whereas members are not averse to repeating themselves on the odd
occasion, it does get a bit trying to see a question on a topic that has (more or less)
already been answered several times. This is not to say that anyone should feel
reluctance to pose a question - sharing information is one of the main benefits of
SCORE membership and, in particular, the site. Just have a search first, and then ask
if nothing is found, or you need to put a follow-up query.
The Search function, if you haven't already found it, is in the middle row of the array
of functions at the top of the message board screen. This puts you one click away
from a pretty powerful tool to present you with relevant information from every post
to the board, including the FAQ section. How relevant depends, of course, on your
skill and imagination in framing your queries - if your first attempt is not particularly
fruitful, do try a bit of lateral thinking about other words/phrases which may be
invoked by your search topic. Regard it as a challenge, and you can have quite a bit
of fun in the process!

One more thing - right at the bottom of the search panel is a useful ink to the search
facility for the old Message Board. This can lead you to even more Cappuccino data
and some fascinating rambling threads - many of which can be quite humorous. The
old board was open to all-comers, and, whilst it did not provide as much incentive to
membership, it certainly did lead to some entertaining exchanges (in the best possible
taste, of course). As a taster, do a search for a post by "Captain Calculator" that’s not I.

make full use of www.suzuki-cappuccino.com

As a SCORE member you can enjoy even more online privileges:

post messages - access to the workshop manuals and handbooks - private messaging between
members from around the world - special member promotions - electronic postcards and very soon an all-new advanced technical FAQ forum
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Click on the “register” icon on the navigation bar of the message board
and follow the simple instructions.

Nitrous Adventure - Part 2
By Adam Jarvis

This follows on from Part 1 in Issue 14, continuing the string of messages posted in
the General Forum on the SCORE website.

From Adam Jarvis
When you fitted the bigger turbo did you also uprate the headgasket to a thicker one
to lower the compression? I am sure that in one of Dave's old threads he mentions
the headgasket as every one who has fitted the bigger turbo has melted a piston. I
might be wrong, if I am can someone please correct me
From Ian Linden
Dany, did you use 98RON fuel?

From Dany Gagnon
No I didn't! I use unleaded 95. So you're suggesting it? Any other upgrade I should be
looking at?
From Ian Linden
If you boost above 1 bar, you must use 98 RON fuel - it used to say this on the old
Suzuki Sport English website, but they have unfortunately removed it. Also see Dave
Benson's site, click "New Millenium Update - Pop Goes the Piston". I think Adam's
suggestion of the thicker head gasket is also a good idea; lowers the compression
ratio and increases the displacement.
From Adam Jarvis
I have just received a reply from Wizard of NOS ref. retarding the ignition. I have
copied their response: Due to the intercooling effect that nitrous oxide has on turbo
charged engines there is no need to retard the timing.

From Murray Betts
Piston failures come in a couple of different forms which can basically be categorised
as "mechanical" or "thermal" failures. At the elevated power levels discussed, it is
more likely to be of a "thermal" source. The standard Capp spec is about 16.3Bar
BMEP at Tmax, and 13.5Bar BMEP and 5Watts/mm^2 (brake power/piston area) at
Pmax. These numbers are fine for non-cooled conventional design Al pistons. At the
sort of outputs people are seeking, the pistons are well into the range where piston
oil cooling would normally be used. Piston crowns usually run at around 290310degC. The material strength drops dramatically above this. The centre of the
crown can sag (I've seen them down several mm) and eventually crack. Top or even
second lands can break away or sag and trap the rings. Top ring grooves can "poundout" and the ring can flex and break or overheat and lose tension. Pin bosses can
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crack or pins seize. Most acute failure modes come from combustion gas torching
through cracks or trapped rings and destroying oil films and/or overheating the
material; these modes are "runaway" and are seldom caught in time to avoid
catastrophic piston failure. A lot of engines are fitted with these jets nowadays (e.g.
my Suzuki SV650 bike engine). They tend to be one of two types: spray types for
plain gasoline types pistons, and jet types for galleried diesel pistons, and usually
employ "bi-stable" type supply valves. While by my estimates the basic thermal
loading alone would require piston oil cooling jets, "abnormal" combustion is also a
likely candidate. "Knock" (aka pinking/detonation) is often blamed for these failures,
however it is often not the fundamental cause (albeit frequently a consequential or
contributory factor). Most engines will tolerate quite significant intermittent knock
before failure occurs, and then the failure mode is usually progressive (chronic in
medical terms) rather than acute. Pre-ignition on the other hand will cause these
failures in seconds. Knock comes at the end of a normal combustion cycle, when the
mixture gets sufficiently hot and compressed to mutate into unstable compounds
that spontaneously react. Pre-ignition is when the burn starts before the spark, and a
lot of heat is released during the latter part of the compression stroke; cylinder
components suffer massive heat input and fail as above. It is much more insidious
than knock. Culprits are usually either spark plugs of unsuitable heat range, or badly
seating exhaust valves. Correct fuelling/spark calibration is obviously fundamental.
Seriously uprating the Capp would suggest a colder grade plug, and upping boost
pressure also increases the backpressure behind exhaust valves which reduces seating
loads and heat transfer from the valve head to the seat, and can increase valve temp
significantly (terminally). An increase in valve spring load (especially at closed valve)
would be suggested, along with the cooling jets. Always renew and carefully lap
exhaust valves (and collets) for big uprating jobs. "Infant mortality" after a rebuild can
sometimes be down to bad honing of the bores, causing ring scuffing and piston skirt/
land welding (transfer of Al to the bore surface). This is a simple explanation of the
possible problems.
From Ian Linden
Quelle horreur! Adam - maybe you should keep it down to 25bhp

From Adam Jarvis
Good idea. Are there any gauges etc that can measure the temperature in the bores?

From Murray Betts
Yes, but not much you can do yourself. Piston temperatures are usually measured
either by doing "hardness relaxation", where you know the material hardness before
it's run, then run a specific test cycle, and re-measure the hardness (sectioning where
necessary, e.g. ring grooves). The hardness change reflects the temps it's been at. A
similar (perhaps preferred) method uses "Templugs" made of a known hardness
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material that behaves in a very precisely known way; they are small grubscrews in
effect and the piston is machined to accept them, and again check hardness after
running. These can also be used in cylinder heads (valve bridge etc). Either way they
are "once-only" tests, and make the component unusable afterwards. There are
telemetry methods, but this is pretty tricky and usually used only on bigger engines
(truck/marine). Spark plugs are thermocoupled (by the plug manufacturer) and they
usually do the temperature survey on your (commercially) engine. Without this
facility, if in doubt go one grade colder anyway; if it's too cold it might foul-up, but
better than melting/pre-ignition. You can use thermocouples on easy to get at bits,
mid cost multimeters usually have K-type thermocouple facility (will do 1000C with
the correct thermocouple). Well worth considering for checking out charge air temp
etc to decide if the cooler needs uprating. If you want to get a little more technical,
basic PC based data logging is realistic now, 10bit-11channels for £120ish (plus
sensors); plug it into your laptop and you have a mobile test-bed www.maplin.co.uk/
go to Tools, Test and Measurement, PC based Data Logger (Pico logger). You can also
check oil temp, and coolant out temp (dT across the radiator, charge cooler etc). Also
things like monitor injector duty-cycle to make sure it's not going continuous. Also
make sure the exhaust manifold gas temp isn't too high (<950C absolute tops). You
could do a lot for a couple of hundred squids (plus a laptop); it may not be that
expensive compared to the mods and a blow-up? As a ps, what you can "get away
with" depends on how long you run it for at that condition; quick bursts at high
power are survivable (consider drag-race engines!).
From Adam Jarvis
I like the look of that. Gadgets....hmmmmm. What spark plugs would be advisable to
fit and do you know where I could get some from as this will probably be another
good investment?

From Murray Betts
Well, first do a search on NGK and read some of the stuff on technical info; the US
and German (de) sites are quite good for info. The standard plug (UK) is DCPR7EVX,
this pdf download (www.ngksparkplugs.com/techinfo/spark_plugs/partnumberkey.pdf)
gives the meaning. You'd probably be advised to close the gap a little to let the
ignition system cope with the higher pressures, say go down from standard 0.8- 0.9
mm to 0.7 (combustion stability starts to deteriorate at smaller than 0.6mm). I’d
suggest one grade colder, i.e. use "8" rather than "7". Look at bike suppliers (12mm
thread size), try www.gear4bikes.com/acatalog/NGK_Spark_Plugs.html which could be
a good supply base. For example the Honda Varadero/XL1000 uses DPR8EIX-9 (the
missing "C" is for a small hexagon, but I'd guess the Honda uses a small hex anyway,
you'd need to check. I'm not sure of the exact difference between EIX and EVX, or if it
isn't even a misprint?, but the "-9" refers to a 0.9mm gap, which can be closed down
a bit anyway). You could try a non precious metal version first (DPR8EA-9 for Honda
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VF1000/VT750 etc) to see if fouling would be a problem, as they are 1/4 the price!
Try giving NGK an e-mail and ask if this suggestion is sensible. One thing on the
data-loggers; thermocouples need a "cold junction"; Pico used to do a specific input
module for their loggers, but seem to have discontinued it; not sure of the best way
round this?

From Dave Espley
Hi Adam. Have you tried the 8mm Magnecore racing plug leads? They made quite a
noticeable difference to mine with a good set of plugs - throttle response better and a
bit more torque. Demon Tweaks sell them mail order - code MNC 3503. Worth a go!
From Ian Linden
Dave, did you do a trial of the new leads and plugs separately?

From Dave Espley
I fitted the leads after the plugs and it was noticeable. The guys at Demon Tweaks did
a rolling road test on a 70Bhp Fiesta - the plug and lead combination gave an extra 23 Bhp (which all counts!), so it should do the same for the Cappo. Plus they are all
silicone based and do not break down over time, so there should be no fade in the
final bang.

From Greg Stewart
I did some "research" recently trying to find new spark plugs. I went for Denso Iridium
tipped (Denso part number IXU 22). The Cappo plugs are an unusual combination of
sizes, it took ages to find the original listed, not to mention the alternative. The
workshop manual lists NGK DCP7EVX but it’s actually dcpR7evx (as Murray stated).
NGK Iridium is DCPR7EIX (V=Platinum I=Iridium). Nippon Denso is XU22EP-ZU,
alternative is IXU22. I bought mine from www.shyauto.com, email for a quote and do
remember to state 3 plugs! I haven't fitted them yet but will report any differences.
I've also ordered leads from MSport, they list the Cappuccino surprisingly.
From Adam Jarvis
Thanks Guys. I have ordered some 8.5mm Magnecor leads from MSport, how long
did they take for delivery Greg, as I could not find it on their site? Also I have mailed
Shyauto about the plugs and will order them as soon as I get a reply.

From Greg Stewart
Delivery took just a couple of days. I don't know about the gap size, the Denso plugs
have a sort of dip in the tip (oops that rhymes). See Denso. Don't know if this would
make a difference to gap size.
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From Steve Lewis
Suzuki Sport recommend NKG Irimac 9 if the Cappuccino has been modified with the
competition ECU, Turbo and injectors so I ordered a set which were installed with the
rest of the kit. All was well for about a month but then I began to notice that the
engine was beginning to miss when being driven slowly. Even at speeds of around
40mph I could still feel it. I took the plugs out thinking they must be fouled but they
were clean as a whistle so I put them back in and went down to a local Krypton
tuning centre. The tuner wired up the car to the electronics and then said he could
not make head or tail out of the readings the machine was showing - basically very
little spark. After tests on the coil, distributor etc, he laid the fault squarely on the
plugs - all three of them - but could not actually tell me what was wrong with them.
I replaced the Irimacs with the originals and immediately the car was back to its perky
self. The only thing is that I am now running plugs 2 grades hotter than the ones
Suzuki recommend with the mods I have fitted so I have turned down the boost a bit
& limit my trips into the 9500rpm zone! At about £40 + shipping + customs to get
them from Japan is a bit expensive - so I'll be looking for alternatives. Question is
what would cause the plugs to deteriorate so quickly (about a month)?

From Murray Betts
Plugs need to be running at >400C or so to be "self cleaning", and loss of insulation
resistance isn't always "visible". Have you checked the resistance of the 9's compared
to a "good" plug? I'd not normally recommend 2 grades colder than standard for road
use, one grade ("8") would be reasonable (hence my earlier post), and also a slightly
smaller gap than standard (but not below 0.7mm) for high boost settings. The main
reason 10 or 12mm dia thread plugs are not used in most car engines is to do with
the compromised insulation situation; getting high mileage lifetimes and good fouling
tolerance with the small diameters is difficult, and whilst I have very little practical
experience with the smaller plugs, based on what I do know with 14mm plugs I think
you'll get that sort of insulation problem with a "9" heat range under "normal" road
conditions. New plugs usually have smooth coatings on the insulator which quite
quickly "wears" off (I have experience of special coatings being offered to combat plug
foul problems in new car production/despatch areas). With such a cold plug it could
be that this is enough to give you your problems. Smaller gaps will help since the
spark occurs with a lower voltage, so less charge loss over the insulator. HTH.
From Steve Lewis
Sorry for being so dumb but what are the best contact points for checking a plug’s
resistance? With the tip of the Iridium plugs being so small it is possible that they
have become fowled - I'll have to get myself a magnifying glass and check. What do
you think would be the best method of cleaning assuming they have a coating which
should not be damaged?
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From Murray Betts
The resistance you need to measure (check rather) is between the HT top terminal
and the main metal threaded body. It should be infinite for all intents and purposes;
I've just checked some un-used (not Capp) plugs I've had sitting about for some
years, and using normal resistance scales on the meter they're all infinite (using a
conductivity function they give around 0.03nanoSiemens, which equates to around
30,000MegaOhms, but at these values the numbers are practically irrelevant). I
checked some used plugs from my Yaris (it uses a "5" heat range, which puts a "9"
into context!) and they are effectively infinite also. The "resistor" between the top
terminal and the spark electrode measures at between 3.5 and 4kOhms on the 4 used
plugs. I can't remember what the threshold value for fouling was when I was involved
in plug-foul tests, I seem to recall 2MegOhms (terminal to body) but I may be an
order of magnitude out! It will depend on the system energy/voltage, but that was on
a comparable distributor system so should be similar. Basically if you can measure a
value of a few (or few tens of) MegOhms, they're probably "fouled". The only reliable
cleaning method is heat, which means running in your engine at reasonably high revs
(say >3000rpm), light load helps because it gives more ignition advance and more
temp (circa 10degC per deg of advance at these speeds).
From Adam Jarvis
Got it fitted and wow, its like a new car! Had to play around with the Fuel/NOS ratio
(And still do) But I would def. recommend this if your budget doesn’t allow for the
big Turbo etc . I will keep you updated on how it goes and there’ll be some pics soon
showing the stages in the work I did in powerfully transforming my Cappuccino.
THE NEXT MAGAZINE WILL FEATURE AN ALBUM OF ADAM’S PICTURES

SUZUKI SCORE DEALERS
The following list of Suzuki Dealers have formally signed an agreement to recognize
SCORE and offer a 10% discount to members on servicing as well as parts and
accessories. Please note that Dealers marked * are service-only dealers.

It is important that you present your current SCORE membership card before you book
your car in, just to ensure that they are clear about the arrangement. Please ensure that
you make contact directly with the Dealer Principal/ General Manager if you do not get
the 10% discount.

SCORE has conducted a few mailings to Suzuki dealers, encouraging them to support
the Register. If your local dealer is keen to be more involved, contact 01903 267 770
or editor@score.org.uk for an information pack to be forwarded on. Just give us the
name and address of the Suzuki dealer plus ideally the name of the General Manager.
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ENGLAND

Braylake Cars
DGL Garages*

Levoi's Limited

Mill Lane Suzuki*

S. Cropley & Co.
Limited
Linpac Garages
Limited

Randles (Garages)
Limited

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

32 Aylesbury Street, Bletchley, MK2 2BD
After sales contact: Richard Portway
01908 647 111

Littleworth Road, High Wycombe, HP13 5XE
After sales contact: Simon Essery
01494 535 811/ 01494 451 884
ESSEX

Berechurch Road, Colchester, CO2 7QB
After sales contacts: Kate Abbott/ Paul Bone
01206 544 233/ 01206 579 579
HAMPSHIRE

Blackwater Way, Aldershot, GU12 4HD
After sales contact: Dave Richards
01252 321 122
LINCOLNSHIRE

Frithbank, Boston, PE22 7BD
After sales contact: Kevin Fairweather
01205 362 230

Kingsway & South Park, Lincoln, LN5 8EL
After sales contact: Keith Walker
01522 521 345
STAFFORDSHIRE

Keele Road, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 2HN
After sales contact: Paul Wilkinson
01782 717170
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CMW Automobiles
Limited

Colmore 2000

Pebley Beach

SUSSEX

Anstye Cross, Ansty, Haywards Heath, RH17 5AG
After sales contact: Neil Cooper
01444 452 621
WEST MIDLANDS

1163 Chester Road, Birmingham, B24 0QY
After sales contact: Harry Jethwa
0121 377 8169
WILTSHIRE

1-3 Moormead, Swindon, SN4 9BS
After sales contact: Wendy Clark/ Steve Lawro
01793 812 235
YORKSHIRE

Autoworld
Colin Appleyard

455 Abbeydale Road, Sheffield, S7 1FS
After sales contact: Rob Baines
0114 255 7071

Halifax Road, Keighley, BD21 1AH
Lockwood Road, Huddersfield, HD1 3PA
126 Oldham Road, Ashton-under-Lyne, OL7 9AH
After sales contact: Aziz Ahmed
01535 606 321/ 682 401
SCOTLAND

Gael Suzuki
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STRATHCLYDE

49 Main Road, Crookedholm, Kilmarnock, KA3 6JT
After sales contact: Michael Keenan
01563 537 116

Rear cover photo (in Jersey) courtesy of Ian Linden

The Latest SCORE Magazine
Please keep on sending us as many different stories and pictures
about you and your Cappuccino - how you came by your car,
amusing trips, useful technical tips and suggestions, puzzles and
cryptic games, special poems or limericks...in fact anything you feel you
would like to share with the rest of us as long as it’s to do with Cappuccino!
No item is too small and certainly no item too big.

What you put into SCORE is really what you get out of it.

Email your article (Word document) and picture (high resolution JPEG or TIF) to
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or send a CD/ floppy or typed document with photo(s) to the SCORE address below.
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Members’ details, as supplied on the original club application form,
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Please let us know of any changes to home address, telephone, email, etc.
From time to time, Members’ names, home addresses,
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local SCORE Representative for sending out local event details.
If you have an objection to this, please write to the SCORE Secretary

info@score.org.uk

08700 515 808 (fax)
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